
Firing Line Basic Commands 

“The Range is Cold/Cease Fire” Stop shooting immediately. No Shooting  

 
“Show clear and safe” Remove Magazines, unload firearms, and 

leave actions open so that all range oƯicers 
and shooters can see that a firearm is safe. 

“The Range is Hot” Shooters may fire, adhering to all range 
rules and gun safety rules 

 

Basic Firearm Safety Rules 

 All Firearms must be unloaded when leaving or joining the firing line. 
 Always keep firearms pointed in a safe direction (down range)  
 Keep your finger oƯ the trigger until ready to fire 
 Always know what’s behind your target 
 When in doubt, ask the Range OƯicer 
 The Range OƯicer is responsible for controlling the firing lines; however, anyone can 

call a “Cease Fire” in an emergency!   

Firing Line Procedures 

When joining or exiting the firing line, all firearms must be unloaded. 

Join the Firing line. 

 If the range is cold, you may place targets down range and place your equipment at your 
shooting station.  If you go down range, please try to be as brief as possible; Range OƯicers 
will not clear the range to go “Hot” until all shooters are behind the firing line.   If the range 
is hot, you may not place any targets downrange until the range is cold and the range 
oƯicers have given clearance.   You may, however, get targets ready to go down range and 
get equipment ready to shoot. 

Cold Range/Cease Fire 

A range oƯicer will call the Cease Fire and Cold range at regular intervals.  Upon hearing 
the “Cease fire” command, stop shooting immediately, remove magazines from firearms, 
unload the firearm, and leave the action open.   Range oƯicers will ask shooters to step 
back behind the green line to confirm that all shooters have disengaged from their firearms.   



Once all firearms are “Clear and Safe” and shooters are behind the green line, the Range 
OƯicer will authorize shooters to go down range to check or remove/replace targets.  If you 
go down range please try to be as brief as possible, Range OƯicers will not clear the range 
to go “Hot” until all shooters are behind the firing line.     You may load magazines while 
standing behind the green line.  You may not reengage or touch your firearm unless you are 
putting away or tabling an unloaded firearm.   If you need to touch a firearm for any reason 
other than removing or tabling an unloaded firearm speak with a Range OƯicer to clear that 
activity first.   

 

“The Range is Hot”  

  Once all shooters are behind the firing line, the Range OƯicer will call, “The Range is Hot.” 
At this time, you may load firearms and shoot at targets adhering to all range rules and gun 
safety rules.  If at any point you need to leave your shooting station, Remove magazines 
from the firearm, unload, and leave the action open to “show clear and safe.” 

 

Exiting the Firing line  

When you have concluded shooting for the day and are exiting the firing line.  Remove 
magazines from the firearm, unload, and leave the action open to “Show Clear and Safe”.  
Pick up your brass and remove trash or debris at your shooting station.   Wait for the next 
“Cold range” interval and move your target behind the firing line for the next shooter. 


