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Bella Vista

Bella Vista means Beautiful View

Bella Vista is a 36,000-acre, Member-
based recreational community in 
Northwest Arkansas (NWA) offering 
seven golf courses, seven stocked 
private lakes, swimming pools, a beach, 
tennis courts, trails, parks, pavilions, 
recreation centers, a gun range, an 
RV Park and many other amenities. 
Bella Vista was recently ranked one of 
America’s Top 10 Best Healthy Places 
to Retire by U.S. News & World Report 
and one of the Top 25 best places for 
affordable homes by CNNMoney.com 
and Money Magazine.
 Located in the Northwest Arkansas 
region of the Ozark-Ouachita Interior 
Highland Mountains, Bella Vista is 
part of the metropolitan area which 
includes Bentonville, Rogers, Springdale 
and Fayetteville. It is the 107th largest 
metropolitan area in the United States 
(555,000 residents) and the 13th fastest-
growing U.S. metro over the past decade. 
 Growth has been driven by the three 
Fortune 500 companies based in NWA: 
Walmart Stores, Inc., Tyson Foods, and 
J.B. Hunt Transport Services, Inc., as well 
as over 1,300 suppliers and vendors 
drawn to the region by these large 
businesses and NWA’s business climate. 
The region has also seen significant 
investment in amenities, including the 
Crystal Bridges Museum of American 
Art, Walton Arts Center, the Walmart 
AMP, and the NWA Razorback Regional 
Greenway.
 The Ozark-Ouachita Interior Highland 
Mountains run through Southern 
Missouri, Northern Arkansas and into 
Eastern Oklahoma and is known for its 
many outdoor activities. 

BACK PACKING
BIKING
BIRD WATCHING
BOATING
CANOEING & KAYAKING
CAVING
CONCERTS
FESTIVALS
FISHING ADVENTURES
GOLFING
HIKING
HORSEBACK RIDING
MOTORCYCLING
MUSEUMS & HERITAGE
ROCK CLIMBING
SWIMMING
WATERFALL TOURS
WATER SPORTS
WILDERNESS AREAS
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INSIDE Spotlight

A 98-year old man enjoys the best things in life and a good talk 
with friends at Concordia, as he reminiscences over his long life. 
“I came by car on the way to Mexico here with my first wife, 

Nancy, looking for a place to retire,” Chuck Hurl shares. After checking 
out Florida and the Carolinas, they decided on Bella Vista. With 31 years 
under his belt as a Bella Vista Fly Tyer member, Hurl chuckles, “I liked 
the hunting and fishing here, believe it or not!” Hurl used to hunt deer, 
pheasant and rabbits avidly before retirement, as well. 
 Hurl moved to Bella Vista in 1990 and after a year joined the Fly 
Tyers, a club in establishment since 1976. The club teaches kids to fish in 
addition to helping members learn to tie flies and take fishing trips/share 
tips. Hurl recalls their fishing courses and making a pledge to catch a fish 
on a fly he tied every year, and was proud to say he hit his goal. He still 
loves going up to Missouri for private stream fishing the Fly Tyers have 
access to that sits on 30,000 acres with a fish hatchery stocking the waters. 
 Nowadays, besides enjoying his almost 100 years of life, Hurl’s 
wall calendar of activities stays full at Concordia. Hurl’s advice for life 
includes exercise and a good doctor. “It seemed to help me!” He also 
recommends finding a good hobby, whatever suits your fancy. For him, 
it’s fishing. “I once wrote a paper in college,” Hurl recounts, “in which I 

By Erin Rowe

Chuck Hurl
Bella Vista Fly Tyer, Turns 98!

You can’t be everywhere at once,
but we can be anywhere you are.

Take care of your business banking 
needs wherever you are. Scan the QR 

code to download the “Anywhere” 
app by First National Bank.

479.631.8888 | fnbank.net |

Untitled-1   1Untitled-1   1 11/30/2021   3:31:34 PM11/30/2021   3:31:34 PM

said the most beautiful time of the day is when the sun comes up in the 
morning and you’re on a stream fishing.” Here’s to more mornings like 
that, Chuck! Happy Birthday! 
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#NWA
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INSIDE Spotlight Sponsored by The Amazeum

Amazeum Makers in Residence Amazeum Makers in Residence 
Put Art in STEMPut Art in STEM
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 By Paul Stolt

Rarely a day goes by that someone doesn’t slowly walk into the 
Scott Family Amazeum, look up, down, and all around then ask: 
“Is this the art museum?”  

 Since the Amazeum opened on July 15, 2015 at the east end of 
Museum Drive, there’s been hundreds of people walk in looking for the 
museum’s more famous neighbor at the end of road. Our Guest Services 
Team is great about letting everyone who walks in know that the 
Amazeum is an interactive museum for children and families featuring 
experiences that connect the arts and sciences to the real world before 
offering to let our new friends walk around explore. 
 What they see is a collection of hands-on exhibits based in science, 
technology, engineering, art and math (STEAM). What they discover, 
believe it or not, is a number of original art works from regional and 
national artists and makers covering the walls, hanging from the ceiling, 
and perched outside the museum each a result of the Amazeum’s Maker 
in Residence Program. 
 Launched in 2017, the Program brings diverse makers and artists to 
the museum for an extended period to collaborate with the Amazeum 
team to build an interactive experience, facilitate workshops and 
programs, and demonstrate their process for turning an idea into a 
tangible object that integrates the arts and sciences in creative, clever 
and curious ways. 
 Since then, the museum walls came to life with light and color in 
Interplay: Bugs and Bulbs a mural by Fayetteville-based artist Jason 
Jones. Working with the Amazeum team to program LED lighting to 
enhance pigments in the paint, this mural visually changes with the 

color of light creating a three-dimensional experience for the viewer. 
Jones also added one of his signature robots to the museum that 
seamlessly integrates into the walls of Cloud Theater. 
 Sammy the Sea Monkey by Minneapolis-based artist Asia Ward 
floats above Nature Valley Water Amazements. This 16-foot-long 
brine shrimp, crafted from the same plastic used in disposable water 
bottles, elevates awareness of plastic as a medium for sculpture and 
a metaphor for the creative reuse of a material seen as single-use and 
environmentally unfriendly. Sammy invites guests to the museum to 
re-think creativity and become curious about making their own art from 
non-traditional materials. 
 Entering or leaving the Amazeum, it’s almost impossible to miss 
The Incredible Electric Technicolor Mockingbird by Denver-based 
artist Amanda Willshire. Also known as “Maude,” this metal sculpture 
of the Arkansas state bird, includes some one-of-a-kind technology 
enabling it to “talk” to guests developed by Fayetteville-based Maker/
Artist Eugene Sargent. 
 At the Scott Family Amazeum, art integrates with science, 
technology, engineering and math, resulting in unique creative pieces 
driven by curiosity and imagination. Curious about Amazeum Makers in 
Residence and their projects? Read about all them all on our blog. Next 
time you’re in the neighborhood, feel free to stop in and discover art in 
the Amazeum.
 The Amazeum is open every day except Tuesday. For information on 
hours, exhibits, and more, visit amazeum.org. 



Northwest Arkansas’ LARGEST dealer of EZGO, Cushman, Garia, 
Tomberlin, Advanced EV and Fat Tire Golf Cart Scooter.

Our full-service shop serves all of NW Arkansas and surrounding 
areas in Oklahoma, Missouri and the River Valley.

2733 N. McConnell Ave, STE 4  •  Fayetteville, AR 72704
479-858-1012  •  www.ARPowersports.com
Hours: M-F - 8am-5pm  (Saturday by Appointment)

Arkansas Golf & Powersports of NWA

ADVANCED EV

Come  
Visit Our 

Showroom

 Find Arkansas Golf & Powersports of NWA on

Find ezgonwa on Instagram  

We offer a wide 
variety of outdoor 
landscaping and 
excavation services 
with unmatchable 
customer service 

and quality installations. Your 
satisfaction is our guarantee!
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• Stump Removal
• Lawn Renovations
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Serving  Northwest Arkansas  
& Southwest Missouri

Call Us for a Free Quote
NEW PHONE NUMBER 
479-305-3908

Contact Us at:  
www.gngunderground.com
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The summer season is bringing a myriad of exciting, thought-
provoking art exhibitions to both Crystal Bridges Museum of 
American Art and the Momentary, both in Bentonville. For 

architecture lovers, a new, outdoor architecture exhibition on the 
Crystal Bridges grounds explores new concepts of contemporary 
housing through five interactive prototypes. The exhibition can be 
found on the Orchard Trail among over five miles of walking and 
biking trails across the museum’s 120-acre campus. Over at the 
Momentary, a group show and a solo exhibition displayed in tandem 
pursue ideas of land, nature, and how we interact with them. Read on 
to learn more about our season of exhibitions and plan your visit today.

Exhibitions at Crystal Bridges
Architecture at Home • June 11 – November 7, 2022
Crystal Bridges’ outdoor architecture exhibition brings together 
five prototypes for homes to spark a dialogue about contemporary 
housing. Through research, interviews, and innovative thinking, five 
architecture firms based across the Americas designed and fabricated 
500 square-foot prototypes for a contemporary house to be displayed in 
the exhibition. Overall, this exhibition helps us better understand how 
architecture affects our lives, determine what makes a house a home, 
and celebrate the artistry in building and shelter.
 The five architecture firms participating in the exhibition are 
studioSUMO, LEVENBETTS, MUTUO, PPAA (Perez Palacios 
Arquitectos Asociados), and studio:indigenous. These firms are led 
by architects from diverse backgrounds, cultures, and experiences, 
and each surveyed the needs, challenges, and opportunities of the 
Northwest Arkansas community to develop their prototypes.
 Exhibited outdoors along the museum’s Orchard Trail, Architecture 
at Home is free to view. 

INSIDE Spotlight Sponsored by Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art
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By Erica Harmon

The Dirty South: Contemporary Art, Material Culture, and 
the Sonic Impulse 
Open now through July 25, 2022
Celebrate 100 years of southern Black culture in The Dirty South. This 
nationally recognized exhibition from the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 
engages multiple senses to spotlight the southern landscape through 
its musical heritage, spiritual complexity, and regional swagger. In a 
narrative of persistence and power seen in visual art, video, textiles, 
sound elements, instruments, costumes, and more, discover how 
southern Black expression across time and geography has shaped and 
influenced the South and US contemporary culture as we know it today.
 An intergenerational group of visual artists including Beverly 
Buchanan, Alma Thomas, Bethany Collins, Minnie Evans, Kara Walker, 
Bill Traylor, Rita Mae Pettway, Sanford Biggers, Nick Cave, Kerry James 
Marshall, Elizabeth Catlett, and many more are placed in dialogue with 
one another, weaving academically trained artists with folk artists. 
 Tickets are $12 (Free for members, SNAP participants, veterans, and 
youth 18 and under). Reserve your tickets online at CrystalBridges.org 
or by calling Guest Services at (479) 657-2335.

Exhibitions at the Momentary
All exhibitions at the Momentary are free to view.

Esteban Cabeza de Baca: Let Earth Breathe
Open now through September 25, 2022
In his solo exhibition Let Earth Breathe, Esteban Cabeza de Baca 
interrogates the American landscape tradition by deconstructing its 
linear, colonial narratives with original works of painting, sculpture, 
and outdoor, site-specific installations conceived as collaborations with 
nature. Utilizing indoor and outdoor spaces at the Momentary, Cabeza 

Blooming Trails, 
Architecture Marvels, 

and a Return to Nature
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de Baca explores our relationship with the environment, the present 
climate crisis, and our own national history.
 During the exhibition, ceramic workshops will be held within the 
gallery to make vessels for a seed bank of vegetables, medicinal plants, 
and pollinator plant species. Seed packets will be available and free for 
the public to pick up throughout the run of the exhibition. As the artist 
says, “Native plant-based models of care can relinquish our dependence 
from the industrial models of subsistence.”

A Divided Landscape
Open now through September 25, 2022
In A Divided Landscape, seven contemporary artists confront the 
historical and cultural narratives of the American West. Through 
paintings, drawings, sculpture, and mixed-media installations, this 
sweeping exhibition reclaims space throughout the Momentary galleries 
and outside around the grounds. Themes encompass ideas of wilderness 
and indigeneity, interactions between humans and animals, and humans’ 
conquest of nature.

 A Divided Landscape includes original work from Matthew Barney, 
Andrea Carlson, Nicholas Galanin, Brian Jungen, Lucy Raven, Xaviera 
Simmons, and Kara Walker, as well as historical drawings and paintings 
from the collection at Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art by 
Arthur Fitzwilliam Tait, George Catlin, Jasper Francis Cropsey, and others 
that speak to the preservation of the dominant frontier narrative. Together, 
the artists in this exhibition will examine landscape paintings that 
promoted westward expansion and then present a post-colonial version of 
those landscapes to share the full story of the American West, with works 
both inside the galleries and out around the Momentary’s grounds.

At the Momentary, visitors can also enjoy craft cocktails and high-flying 
views of Bentonville in the Tower Bar, and coffee drinks at its Onyx 
Coffee Lab location.

For more information on these exhibitions, ticket reservations, and safety 
measures, as well as free virtual activities, concerts, and events, visit 
CrystalBridges.org and theMomentary.org. 

Esteban Cabeza de Baca, Besar La Tierra, 2021, acrylic on canvas, 5 x 15 ft. Courtesy the 
artist and Garth Greenan Gallery, New York. 

Esteban Cabeza de Baca, Rueda de Medicina, 2021, acrylic on 
canvas, 5 x 5 ft. Courtesy of the artist. Photo by Heidi Howard. 

Jasper Francis Cropsey, The Backwoods of America, 1858, oil 
on canvas, 42 × 70 1/4 in. Crystal Bridges Museum of American 
Art, Bentonville, Arkansas, 2006.100. Photography by Edward C. 
Robison III. 

Xaviera Simmons, Composition One for Score A, 
2010, color photograph, 40 x 50 in. Courtesy of 
the artist and David Castillo Gallery.5 

R. Buckminster Fuller, Fly’s Eye Dome, 1961, fabricated ca. 1980, fiberglass-reinforced 
polyester, 38 x 50 x 50 ft. Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville, Arkansas, 
2015.15. Courtesy, The Estate of R. Buckminster Fuller.
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After the wildly successful, 14-day run of Hamilton at Walton Arts 
Center and the recent production of Fiddler on the Roof, Broadway 
is on the minds of Northwest Arkansas residents more than ever. 

Well, never fear, the faithful Dickson Street venue has more in store. 
 Another legendary Broadway show is coming as a part of the 
Coca-Cola Night Out Series. A Chorus Line will play in a limited 
four-show run June 24–26. The show focuses on the audition process 
for dancers vying for a part in a Broadway show. The director cuts the 
group down to a select few hopefuls and asks each dancer to tell their 
story through the series of witty, emotional and often relatable songs.
 Just around the corner after A Chorus Line, Walton Arts Center’s 
2022–23 P&G Broadway Series begins. The highly anticipated titles 
were recently announced and have received rave feedback from the 
community. This season marks the most awarded season in Walton 
Arts Center history, boasting a collective 26 Tony Awards® across the 
six titles. 
 The series kicks off August 9–14 with My Fair Lady, the classic 
musical that tells the story of the young cockney flower seller, Eliza 
Doolittle and linguistics professor, Henry Higgins (famously portrayed 
by Audrey Hepburn and Rex Harrison in the 1964 film).

 Following that is a newer Broadway title, but one that audiences 
will most certainly recognize nonetheless. Pretty Woman: The Musical, 
based on the beloved romantic comedy film, is brought to life on stage 
with music by Brian Adams and Jim Vallance.
 Broadway’s longest-running American musical, Chicago, returns 
to Walton Arts Center November 8–13 and is filled with everything 
that makes Broadway shimmy-shake: a universal tale of fame, fortune 
and all that jazz. Featuring one show-stopping song after another and 
the most astonishing dancing you’ve ever seen, Chicago is sure to be 
the name on everybody’s lips.
 The uproariously funny musical comedy, Tootsie, appears January 
17–22. This laugh-out-loud love letter to the theater tells the story of 
Michael Dorsey, a talented but difficult actor who struggles to find work 
until one show-stopping act of desperation lands him the role of a lifetime.
 Enter a world of splendor and romance, of eye-popping excess, of 
glitz, grandeur and glory when the 2020 Tony award-winner for Best 
Musical Moulin Rouge! The Musical is in the house February 9–19. 
Baz Luhrman’s revolutionary film comes to life on stage, remixed in a 
new musical mash-up extravaganza where Bohemians and aristocrats 
rub elbows and revel in electrifying enchantment.

INSIDE Spotlight Sponsored by Walton Arts Center

Broadway Booms 
at Walton Arts Center

By Anna VanHorn
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A Chorus Line

 Wrapping up the stellar lineup is Hadestown, appearing May 23–28. 
Winner of eight 2019 Tony Awards including Best Musical, Hadestown 
intertwines two mythical tales – that of young dreamers Orpheus and 
Eurydice, and that of King Hades and his wife Persephone – as it invites 
you on a hell-raising journey to the underworld and back.
 With even just a cursory glance at the list of upcoming shows, it’s 
clear this show-stopping lineup is not to be missed! Walton Arts Center 
has done it again when it comes to bringing the best of Broadway to 
Northwest Arkansas.
 Tickets to these and all other Walton Arts Center shows can be 
purchased in-person at the Walton Arts Center Box Office weekdays 
10 am until 2 pm, by calling (479) 443-5600 weekdays 10 a.m. until 
5 p.m. or by visiting waltonartscenter.org 

My Fair Lady

Chicago

Tootsie

Moulin Rouge! The Musical

Hadestown
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Golf Report

Creating 
Good Habits 
Before Tee Off

By Darryl Muldoon, PGA - Director of Golf Operations

When it comes to physical activity, 
stretching is almost always 
recommended to prevent injury.  

Warming up is an important part of any 
physical activity and golf is no exception. 
Although it may seem like a relatively low-
impact sport, golf can take a toll on your 
body. Forgetting to warm up before a round 
may have negative results on your health and 
your game.
 One of the most important parts of any 
round of golf is what you do before you tee off. 
Keep these tips in mind to make your game of 
golf more enjoyable.

Arrive Early and Walk
Plan ahead and arrive early. A brisk walk for 
three to five minutes around the parking lot or 
quiet area of the golf course will get the blood 
flowing in your legs and help your focus.

Create a Stretching Routine
Stretching helps loosen your muscles and 
joints. Flexibility is key for your golf game 
since it helps you make better swings. 
Stretching helps to avoid injury. Pulled 
muscles usually occur when muscles are tight.

Stretching Exercises
Core: Place your club behind your neck with 
both hands on the golf club. Twist back and 
forth slowly. This motion helps stretch your 
core and back. 

Arms and Wrists: Extend your arm at full 
length and pull your wrists and forearms. 

Neck Stretch: The neck muscles are 
important when playing golf. To warm them up, 
try the following: slowly bring your right ear to 
your right shoulder and inhale as you move your 
left shoulder down towards the floor. Exhale 
relaxing the left arm. Repeat five times, return 
to a neutral posture and switch sides.

Shoulders: Take one arm and pull it across 
your chest with your other and swing it 
forward and backward at your side. Repeat 
with the other arm. This routine will help 
you loosen your shoulders and get the blood 
flowing before you play golf. 

Hamstrings: Spread your feet shoulder-
width apart and keep your knees straight 
with your weight on your heels. Bend over as 

far as you can go without bouncing. Try to 
hold this position for at least 10 seconds. You 
can do this stretch as many times as you feel 
necessary. Stretching your hamstrings helps 
loosen your lower back as well as your legs.

Whole Body: Take two golf clubs, hold 
them together, and swing them continuously 
back and forth. Doing this routine slowly can 
help stretch everything, all in one shot. These 
are just some simple exercises you can do to 
help you get ready for your round of golf.

Warm Up On The Golf Course
Warming up on the range helps to loosen 
muscles before your golf game. Hitting balls 
on the range is a key way for you to get loose 
and get your blood flowing. Starting off, hit 
shots with your feet together, making shorter 
and slower swings, it will help set the tone 
for how you will swing that day. You should 
gradually widen your stance and make your 
swing longer as you get loose. Remember 
to  get to the golf course in plenty of time so 
you can properly warm up. It could mean the 
difference between the round of golf you 
want and the one you try to avoid.  



101 Marina Drive, Bella Vista, AR 72715  |  (479) 855-8110  |  Wednesday–Saturday 4–9  |  Happy Hour 3–6

Destination Dining at the Waters Edge
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Recreation Report

Get out and hit! And why wouldn’t 
you? Tennis is a lifelong sport that 
is great for the young to young at 

heart. According to the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA), the sport saw significant 
growth in participation and equipment for the 
second year in a row in the U.S. in 2021. 
 Recreational players took to the sport in 
record numbers at the start of the pandemic, 
the upsurge continued last year as more 
players hit the courts throughout the country.
  According to the Physical Activity 
Council’s (PAC) participation report produced 
by Sports Marketing Surveys, (that reviews 
more than 120 different sports and activities), 
more than 22.6 million people took to the 
courts in 2021, up approximately 1 million 
players and 4.5% increase from 2020.
  The data from the Tennis Industry 
Association shows that racquet sales have 
increased, with an increase of 22.7% in total 
units -- that’s over 3.4 million racquets, etc. 
and 46.2% in total dollars ($122.9 million) 
last year.

History of Tennis
Tennis dates back to the 1870s as an 

international past time. Designed in 
England, it is the direct descendant of jeu 
de paume, invented in France in the 11th 
century. The evolution of this medieval 
sport (originally played with bare hands) 
like the invention of the racket in the 16th 
century and the special scoring (15, 30, 40, 
game), led to today’s tennis game. Its name, 
from the French word “tenez!” (loosely 
interpreted as “here you are!” or “take 
this”), which you said to your opponent as 
you were about to serve. 
 The lawn game of croquet at the time 
meant there were plenty of f lat outdoor 
courts that were f lexible to accommodate 
tennis. The marriage between croquet and 
tennis happened when the All England Club 
Croquet decided to hold the first Wimbledon 
tennis tournament in 1877. The organizing 
committee introduced a set of rules that 
are essentially the game we play today. 
The event, which was initially held to raise 
money to fix a broken roller at the private 
club, evolved into the most prestigious 
tennis event in the entire world. The club 
quickly changed its name to the All England 
Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club.

Popularity of Tennis 
So why has the game endured the ages? 
Like many sports, the wellness benefits are 
huge. Tennis can help improve fitness levels; 
improve cognitive health; and alleviate stress. 
The power and exhilaration of a well-placed 
shot can do wonders for the psyche. Games, 
sets, and matches are played with a single or 
double format and the sport offers options to 
participate nationally in leagues sponsored 
by the USTA and World Team Tennis (WTT) 
that offer social and competitive fun. Not 
interested in competing? Other options such 
as Cardio Tennis, a newer fitness meets tennis 
class, aims to keep participants moving and 
fit. Fast paced, fun tennis drills with a cardio 
focus are generally taught to a group in an 
hour or less format. You’ll come off the court 
having practiced some tennis skills and with 
an increased sense of cardio capacity.  
 Whether you find a public park to play 
with friends or belong to a Tennis Club, 
the game of tennis can help you enjoy the 
great outdoors, year-round fitness and is a 
great option to cross train and live your best 
recreational life.  

By Joan Glubczynski - Director of Recreation & Wellness

Tennis Continues to Grow
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Lakes Report

Invasive species are a common problem 
throughout the world. Many of these invasive 
species out-compete native species and upset 

the balance in local ecosystems or cause damage 
to human property. For example, Myriophyllum 
aquaticum, commonly known as parrot feather, 
is an aquatic plant species that spreads easily 
by fragmentation of the plant and re-rooting.  It 
can easily take over as the dominant submerged 
vegetation and grow from lake-bottom to 
surface, with stems reaching five feet in length. 
Its thick, strong stems can block navigation by 
clogging boat propellers or simply stopping the 
boat’s hull from moving through the water. The 
thick mats they form on the surface of the water 
can shade out and kill native vegetation and are 
also a prime breeding ground for mosquitoes.  
With all the issues caused by invasive species, 
it is important for everyone to be aware of what 
they might be bringing into a new habitat.
 As warmer weather approaches, many 
people will start to bring out their boats and 
head to a lake or river. What they may not know 
is that they may be contributing to the invasive 
species problem. If a boat only ever visits a 
single body of water, there is no chance to move 
an invasive species. But if a boat is brought 
between several bodies of water in a season, 

the owners may be unknowingly transporting 
aquatic hitchhikers.
 Here is a hypothetical example. A boat 
travels on Lake A for a day of fishing. Lake A 
happens to be infested with parrot’s feather, 
and as the boat is being trailered, some parrot’s 

feather fragments get stuck in the boat propeller 
and between the boat and trailer runners. Two 
days later, the boat is put onto Lake B, which 
was free of parrot’s feather. The fragments 
tangled in the boat propeller and on the trailer 
did not dry out and die because the boat was 
stored in a garage. The fragments then float free 
and begin to colonize Lake B over the next year, 

drowning out native vegetation and blocking 
navigation. While this specific example is 
hypothetical, it is how parrot feather has spread 
so rampantly across all continents in the world, 
minus Antarctica. 
 While this article has focused on parrot  
feather, there are many other aquatic hitchhikers. 
Any living creature or plant transported from 
one body of water to another is an aquatic 
hitchhiker. Other aquatic invasive plants include 
hydrilla and giant salvinia. Zebra mussels and 
the various species of Asian carp are among the 
notorious aquatic invasive animals. Catching 
fish on one lake and releasing them in another 
lake is another example, and is also illegal, 
according to nearly every state wildlife agency. 
 Many are unaware they are doing it. 
Whether it be a boat trailer or a live well full 
of fish, it is important to be responsible and 
mindful when dealing with aquatic organisms. 
Clean boat trailers and boats thoroughly 
after coming off a waterbody. Allow boats 
to thoroughly dry in the sun. Return fish and 
other aquatic organisms only into the water 
from which they were originally harvested and 
drain live wells at the boat ramp. A few simple 
guidelines can make a big difference in the 
health and usability of our waterbodies.

By Rick Echols - Lakes & Fisheries Superintendent & Chris Fuller - Lake Ecology Senior Technician

Aquatic Hitchhikers
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You may remember the urge to climb trees as a child—to see the 
world from above—and maybe that urge has never really left. 
Treehouse vacation rentals give you the chance to sleep amongst 

the stars, and a treehouse nestled in the Ozark Mountains will make 
you feel like you’re truly on top of the world. The treehouse rentals in 
Mountain View, Arkansas, offer just that.
 Treehouse rentals have gained popularity in recent years, both for the 
scenic vistas they provide and the tranquility they promise. They provide 
guests with the unique ability to unwind surrounded by, and within, 
nature. Built in or around a tree or set of trees, treehouses fuse nature with 
luxury by giving guests the seclusion of the great outdoors combined with 
modern comforts and amenities. When visiting an area with beautiful 
views of nature, what better way to enjoy the scenery than from above?

Mountain View Treehouses
Mountain View, located in North-Central Arkansas, is a quaint town 
of nearly 3,000 people nestled in the Ozark Mountains. The town’s rich 
foundation dates back to 1873 and includes a tradition of keeping folk 
music and culture alive. In fact, Mountain View hosts the Arkansas 
Folk Festival every year and has been named the “Folk Music Capital 
of the World.” Visitors to the area never have to look far to find live 
performances of southern folk music.
 The town of Mountain View gets its name from the gorgeous vistas 
surrounding guests and locals alike. This tourist destination is home 
to many scenic lodging options, but two treehouse rentals stand out as 
unique getaways offering unmatched views.

The 87Getaway: A Natural Treehouse 
Experience
The 87Getaway treehouse destination is the perfect spot for nature 
lovers who want to feel truly immersed in the outdoors. 87Getaway 
is comprised of two treehouses, the Natural Treehouse Retreat and 
the Treehouse Escape. These structures feature trees that grow 
through the buildings, and just outside is a gorgeous rock wall and 
firepit. The outdoor area also includes a natural wood bar for a more 
authentic experience, making it the perfect spot to gather while 
enjoying all of nature.
 Inside, the spacious treehouses feature four beds and sleep up to 
six guests. There’s a king-sized bed, a sleeper sofa in the living room, 
and two twin-sized beds in the upstairs loft. Guests can relax in the 
jacuzzi tub or enjoy dinner on the charcoal grill or the bottom patio’s 
gas grill. The 87Getaway is a great place to lounge in the trees. Find 
out more about the 87Getaway at: 87getaway.com

Getaway 9: A Private Mountain-Side 
Treehouse
Nestled into the side of Dodd Mountain, Getaway 9 is a secluded 
treehouse overlooking Mountain View (which sits only five minutes 
away). The 700 sq. ft. treehouse sleeps up to four guests, with a king-
sized bed in the downstairs area and a queen-sized bed in an upstairs 
loft. In the main living area, guests will find a kitchen setup that 
includes a refrigerator, microwave, hotplates, toaster oven, and coffee 
pot, along with dishes and cookware. 

Travel

Tree House Vacations
One of the best ways to experience the beauty of nature

By Shela Ward
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 The Ozark Folk Center State Park, located in Mountain View, is 
dedicated to the perpetuation of folk music and culture. From mid-April 
to mid-October, the park gives visitors a glimpse into how artisans make 
their crafts at the Craft Village. Here, items like stained glass, baskets, 
leather goods, quilts, candles, and pottery are handcrafted. Many of the 
local artisans also host workshops to teach visitors how to craft their 
own items. Visitors to the park can also stroll through the Heritage Herb 
Gardens or take in a performance of southern mountain music. 

Down-Home Cooking
Mountain View’s restaurants offer visitors many options for sampling 
the local flavors popular in the south. PJ’s Rainbow Cafe is an American 
diner serving “good ole country cooking.” Offerings include hand-breaded 
chicken-fried steak, catfish sandwiches, and homemade meatloaf. 
 Jojo’s Catfish Wharf, located at Jack’s Fishing Resort, overlooks the 
scenic White River. This restaurant is famous for its hushpuppies, pinto 
beans, and farm-raised catfish. Jojo’s has space for large parties and a 
private dining room to host events.
 For a taste of Southern-style BBQ, look no further than Kinfolks 
BBQ, situated in Mountain View’s historic downtown square. Serving 
everything from BBQ plates and ribs to hamburgers and hotdogs, 
Kinfolks offers a true southern experience.
 Visitors to the Mountain View area will be delighted to find a bustling 
folk culture surrounded by scenic mountains and exciting outdoors 
experiences. This quaint tourist destination has everything from music 
festivals to secluded hiking trails. To create a truly memorable experience, 
enjoy the sights and sounds of nature in a treehouse rental, which offers 
breathtaking views in a unique getaway setting. 

 A two-person jacuzzi tub melts the stress away while offering 
gorgeous views of the mountains. Guests can also take in the views 
from the deck, which overlooks both sides of Mountain View and 
provides the potential to see some wildlife. You can learn more about 
Getaway 9 at: vrbo.com/1283672 

Exploring the Outdoors on Foot
A treehouse getaway is a great opportunity to explore the outdoors by 
enjoying a hike. The Mountain View area is home to many great hiking 
trails for any experience level. Most of the area’s hiking trails are relatively 
quiet, meaning guests can enjoy the scenery uninterrupted by passersby. 
 Easy Trails: The Mirror Lake Trail, which starts at the Blanchard 
Springs Recreation Area in Mountain View, is a 0.9-mile out-and-back 
trail that’s a popular spot for hiking, walking, and fishing. The slightly 
longer Hell Creek Natural Area trail is a secluded out-and-back, dog-
friendly route that is generally considered easy.
 Moderate Trails: The Jacks Branch Hollow trail is a 3.3-mile loop at the 
top of Jacks Branch Canyon in the Blanchard Springs Recreation Area. 
The trail is perfect for a moderate hike or run, and is great for mountain 
biking as well. For a longer hike, the Bald Scrappy Loop is 6.9 miles 
of gorgeous scenery in the Ozark National Forest. This loop is a good 
destination for backpackers looking to enjoy the serenity of nature.
 Difficult Trails: The 13.5-mile Robertson Hill via Buffalo River 
Trail includes an elevation gain of almost 600 feet. This trail is best for 
experienced hikers prepared for a day-long adventure. Hikers who take on 
this trail are rewarded with breathtaking views of the Buffalo River.

Recreation and Entertainment
Mountain View is surrounded by nature, offering many chances for 
visitors to get outdoors. The Blanchard Springs Recreation Area features a 
gorgeous, gushing waterfall viewable from a hillside paved trail. Visitors 
can swim in the crystal clear waters of North Sylamore Creek or fish 
for rainbow trout in Mirror Lake. For the truly adventurous, Blanchard 
Springs Caverns provides visitors with the opportunity to explore a living 
cave system with glistening stalactites and stalagmites. The three-level 
cave system offers everything from a leisurely cave stroll to a more 
strenuous cave exploration experience. The Blanchard Springs Recreation 
Area is just a 12-mile drive from Mountain Home, making it a great spot 
to spend an afternoon.
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Art & Entertainment Courtesy of Opera in the Ozarks

Opera in the Ozarks, a not-for-profit organization, has been 
a training ground for young artists since 1950. Singers are 
selected annually from national auditions. Vocalists from states 

across the U.S. will take the Opera in the Ozarks stage during the 2022 
season. The orchestra features talented musicians from across the nation. 
Over the years, Opera in the Ozarks has launched the careers of many 
talented singers who have gone on to perform in premier opera houses 
around the world.
 The summer music festival based in Eureka Springs, kicks off its 
2022 Summer Season with dozens of exciting opera productions and 
special musical events across the region. 

History
Charles Mowers, a German-born engineer and inventor, came from 
Texas to the Ozark Mountains around 1900 to hunt wild game. He 
purchased land known as the Big Rock Candy Mountain in 1928 
and began construction of a castle patterned after those of the Rhine 
River valley. Using stone quarried on the property, he incorporated an 
unusual building method he called Egyptian Rock Work.
 After the stock market crash of 1929, Mowers abandoned his castle 
and returned to Texas. In 1932, the unfinished castle and the grounds 
were purchased by Rev. Charles Scoville, a Christian missionary who 
completed the castle and gave it its name, Inspiration Point. When 
he died in 1938, his wife gave the entire Inspiration Point estate to 
Phillips University, a university in Enid, Oklahoma, for a conference 
and retreat center. Ten years later, however, this project was 

abandoned, and Henry Hobart, formerly dean of fine arts at Phillips, 
joined with Gertrude Stockard, director of music at Eureka Springs 
High School, to organize a music camp, Inspiration Point Fine Arts 
Colony (IPFAC).
 The first Fine Arts colony session was held in 1950 for four weeks. 
It was patterned after any other camps across the country, with a 
little of everything in vocal and instrumental music and dramatic art. 
However, Dr. Hobart and Ms. Stockard wanted something different 
and distinctive, and decided to make Inspiration Point into an opera 
and music drama summer workshop, conducted under the highest 
professional standards and carefully planned for young voices. All 
opera roles would be performed in their entirety by the students. The 
theme of Inspiration Point Fine Arts Colony would be “the students
are the stars.” Today, what began in 1950 as a summer music camp, has 
evolved into a mecca where university students and graduates in Voice, 
Instrumental Music, and related arts come to prepare for professional 
careers, a place where opportunity, music, artist and audience meld 
with the beauty and splendor of the Ozark Mountains.

2022 Summer Season
The 2022 season, “Love on the Rocks,” begins on Friday, June 
24, and continues through Friday, July 22, at Opera in the Ozarks’ 
mountainside venue, Inspiration Point, located on Hwy. 62, five miles 
west of Eureka Springs. 
 The new season will feature a talented cast of singers, along with 
professional musicians from across the country. “We have assembled 

Opera in the Ozarks
Featuring top singers and musicians from across the country 
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a company of 37 wonderful singers who will convene on our 
mountain this summer, and the always wonderful orchestra will be 
at full strength of 25, ready to thrill you with their beautiful music 
making,” says Nancy Preis, Opera in the Ozarks General Director. 
“Together they will perform 22 fully staged and costumed opera 
productions, including three Sunday matinees.”
 Now in its 71st season, this year’s repertoire includes three 
exceptional operas: Mozart’s Così fan tutte, a farce about fidelity; 
La rondine, a love story often described as Puccini’s answer to 
La traviata; and Sondheim’s A Little Night Music, the American 
master’s musings on the nature of love. While this season’s three 
operas are unified by the theme “Love on the Rocks,” each will 
be distinct in time and place – from 18th century Naples to 1900s 
Sweden to Paris in the 1920s.
 In addition to the 22 performances of opera, there will also be 
a dozen or more performances of Pinocchio (this year’s children’s 
outreach production) throughout the region, the always exciting 
chamber music concert at Inspiration Point, and not one, but 
two Broadway cabarets. One cabaret will be in Eureka Springs 
at the Crescent Hotel and will include dinner, and one will be 
in Fayetteville at Mount Sequoyah and will include heavy hors 
d’oeuvres (both cabaret venues will have cash bars). 

Tickets and Information
Tickets for the 2022 season are on sale now and are moving quickly. 
Single tickets to mainstage performances range in price from $10 to 
$30 depending on seat selection, with special pricing available for 
children and students under 18. Tickets for the Fayetteville cabaret 
performance are $40, or $65 for the dinner-inclusive Eureka Springs 
cabaret. Tickets may be purchased online at opera.org, or by calling 
the box office at (479) 253-8595. For more information, including a 
complete list of performance dates and details, visit opera.org.  
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Nature 

The Buffalo National River is easily the most visited outdoor 
destination in the state of Arkansas. In particular, the highly 
scenic Upper Buffalo River region is nationally-recognized for 

its waterfalls, caves, scenic overlooks, towering bluffs, and crystal-clear 
springs. Towns such as Boxley, Ponca, and Jasper are synonymous with 
hiking trails leading to breathtaking views and the most memorable river 
float trips one can embark upon this side of the Arkansas River. While 
there are countless trails that hikers have been enjoying for decades now, 
here is a recently discovered wonder right in the heart of the Ozarks.
 Keep in mind, this is a lightly-trafficked trail in protected land owned 
by the National Park Service. Please respect the delicate ecosystems here 
by practicing Leave No Trace principles. Remember: take only pictures, 
leave only footprints.

Balanced Rock Falls
The namesake feature of this hike is a large boulder resting precariously 
atop a slotted waterfall. This is an easy hike with a view that is worth 
it even if there’s no water falling that day. Park at the Ponca Low-Water 
Bridge river access gravel lot (off hwy 43 near hwy 74) and start on foot 
by walking the concrete bridge across the Buffalo River. Do not park here 
overnight, this is an area that easily floods after heavy rains. If the Buffalo 
River is running over the low-water bridge then definitely do not park here 
and consider hiking this trail on another day; it will be a dangerous and 
difficult hike with Leatherwood Creek flowing at a high level.
 Once across the bridge, you will see a brown sign naming the clearly-
marked trail towards the Villines Homestead to the left and the other 

obvious and marked Buffalo River Trail to the right. Look between the 
sign and BRT trail for another, un-marked foot rail heading up and over a 
small hill into the woods. At this point Leatherwood Creek is on your left. 
Do not mistake this creek for the Leatherwood Creek running through 
Leatherwood Wilderness Area in the Lower Buffalo River district.
 You’ll immediately pass a bent tree (trail marker tree). If you don’t 
see this then you are probably on the wrong trail. Stay on this side of 
the creek until you’ve hiked about half a mile from the parking lot. Just 
up the hillside 15–20 feet off the trail, you will see the remnants of an 
old homestead. The locally-harvested rocks are completely covered in 
moss now, but it is obviously a man-made relic. From here, look across 
Leatherwood Creek for a small drainage. You need to cross the main creek 
upstream of this drainage and climb the steep hillside here. The trail may 
be less faint at this point, and this is definitely the challenging section of 
the hike. 
 The first falls you’ll encounter is on the left after about 50 yards, has 
a small foot rail leading to its base, and is unnamed. Another 100 yards 
uphill will land you at the base of Balanced Rock Falls. Depending on the 
water level you can get pretty close underneath the balancing rock on the 
mini ledges in this hollow. The trail continues upwards to access the top 
of the falls for an alternate view. There is another unnamed waterfall 100 
yards upstream from here. Stay right of the creek all the way up and use 
this same path to return down to Leatherwood Creek. To keep this hike 
easy simply return the way you came in, back downstream to the parking 
lot. If you’re feeling adventurous and have plenty of snacks left, then 
continue upstream to Leatherwood Falls.

Balanced Rock & Leatherwood Falls
A guide to a beautiful creekside hike

By Alex Martens
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Leatherwood Falls 
Further up Leatherwood Creek lie many more waterfalls, a few slot 
canyons, and a gigantic grotto. This section of hiking is less established 
than the trail to Balanced Rock and will require several creek crossings, 
and appropriate footwear is a must! You will also need to use your route-
finding skills, as the unmarked foot rail sometimes disappears for short 
sections and then suddenly reappears across the creek with no clear route 
for crossing. This can become especially challenging when the creek is 
flowing above normal spring-fed flow.
 You can expect to hike an additional 1.7 miles round trip from 
Balanced Rock up to Leatherwood Falls and back, a total of 2.9 miles if 
you do both. However, you may end up walking around more than that 
just finding your way up and looking for the right spot to creek-cross. 
The trail gently climbs (compared to other trails in the Upper Buffalo 
region) and never strays more than 100 feet from the creek bed.
 You will pass several small cascades yet to be named. Soon enough 
there is a large wading pool fed by a stream cutting through the tall 
bluffs. Find your way just above these falls to a long and narrow slot 
canyon. This slot canyon is unique for the Ozarks, many others are 
V-shaped and taller than they are long. This one maintains nearly even 
depth and width for the entirety of its length, as if there is just a missing 
piece that fell out and washed down the river somewhere.
 Scenic waterfalls dot the path every 50 to 100 yards as you head 
upstream. If they were singular and separate each would be its own 
destination and nameworthy but they are lost in the splendor of 
Leatherwood Creek.
 Now the landscape changes and a massive bluff rises up on the right. 
This mass of stone hangs widely over the creek, creating a theater-sized 
natural grotto. Scamper along the dry rocks beneath this sheltering cliff 
until it is notched by Leatherwood Falls. This is one of the grandest 
grottos in the Ozarks. 
 For the return hike you have two options. First, you can follow 
along the creek and try to remember exactly where you crossed each 
time. Second, you can keep the creek on your left and “take the high 
ground”. For the high ground route, get above the bluff line downstream 
from Leatherwood Falls where you can, and follow the contours gently 
downhill until you reach the drainage of Balanced Rock Falls. You 
will be uphill and upstream from the falls, so it is important that if you 
take this route that you can somehow determine you are at the correct 
drainage. Follow the drainage down past Balanced Rock Falls and back 
across the main creek to the more established trail.
 Once back at the Buffalo River be sure to check out the Villines 
Homestead Trail. This half-mile loop trail explores an historic cabin 
lived in by famous trapper “Beaver Jim” Villines and his family from 
1882 until his death in 1948. You can’t go in the cabin, but you can get 
a feel of the grit required to homestead 140 years ago. The trailhead is 
marked and visible from the smaller parking lot you reach just before 
crossing back over the low-water bridge. Look for the gate with the “No 
Parking” sign. 
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Living Well By Lisa Florey

The Ozarks are brimming with natural wonders waiting to be 
explored, and 37 North Expeditions aims to get more people 
outdoors by taking care of all the logistics. The company’s tours 

include transportation to and from destinations, equipment rentals, 
guides and more.  
 Launched in 2018 by husband and wife team Danny Collins and 
Cristina Bustamante, 37 North Expeditions offers a range of guided 
outdoor activities throughout Southwest Missouri and Northwest 
Arkansas. The company’s name is inspired by the latitude of the Ozarks. 
 37 North’s formula for success is apparent in their slogan: “Get 
Sweaty. Get Connected. Get Happy.” Each trip is rated by intensity and 
designed for participants to connect with both nature and their like-
minded travel companions. 
 
Year-Round Guided Trips
Day trips include pick up and drop-off at specific locations in Springfield, 
Missouri or Bentonville, Arkansas. Trip costs usually range from $40 
to $80 per person, depending on how far away the destination is and if 
rentals are required. From hikes to view sunsets, waterfalls and mountain 
peaks, to hikes that incorporate yoga, photography, trail cleanup and 
wildlife viewing, plus kayak trips, fly fishing, horseback rides and 
spelunking, 37 North Expeditions has a wide range of activities to choose 
from. Some trips are tailored for families, while a few are women-only. 
 Events often wrap up with a post-activity stopover that encourages 
connections. These range from a craft brewery or local vineyard to 
a lavender farm, sunflower festival or other unique location. Trip 

destinations take advantage of the variety of options and seasons in 
Southwest Missouri and Northwest Arkansas. 
 “Seasons in the Ozarks are our greatest benefit and hindrance at 
the same time,” Collins said. “We have a range of seasonal trips that 
are all very popular for different reasons; eagle watching, SUP’ing, 
holiday-based trips and things like apple picking are all short-lived.”
 A few overnight trips or events are offered, including a women’s-
only weekend and an upcoming international expedition to Ecuador. 
 “Some of our most successful trips have been our overnight 
adventures such as our Wild Women Wellness Weekend where we 
hosted a women’s only weekend focused on wellness in the outdoors,” 
Collins said. “We pride ourselves in offering a trip every single 
weekend, 12 months a year.  This is important to us to create options 
for convenience and extreme diversity (each weekend is different).  In 
the off-seasons we usually will have one or two trips a week and in the 
high seasons we will have two to four trips a week.”  

Changing Latitudes
Collins is also excited about the company’s first international tour 
in Ecuador in 2023. This multi-sport trip will include time hiking in 
the Andes, plus days of adventure by paddle and foot in the Amazon 
Rainforest. The trip, which is limited to 15 people, will also offer an 
extension at the end for a visit to the Galapagos Islands. 
 “We have had a ton of interest in this first adventure travel trip,” 
Collins said. “We should have the trip up live with down payment 
needed to reserve your spot (if there are still spots left).”

37 North Expeditions
Exploring the Ozarks – get sweaty, get connected & get happy
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How 37 North Began
Collins grew up in the Ozarks but has explored all over the world, from 
upstate New York to Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa. His passion for the 
outdoors led him from a corporate architecture job in Manhattan and 
guiding weekend adventures on the side, to a position as the expedition 
manager at a National Geographic Unique Lodge of the World in 
Ecuador. Collins and Bustamante returned to the Ozarks in 2017 when 
Collins’ father was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer. It took just 
a few weekend hikes for the couple to see the area through a new lens. 
The idea of 37 North Expeditions revolves around making it easier for 
people to get outside and discover all the area has to offer. 
 “I decided pretty quickly that our region needed a service like this 
both to help residents explore these areas more often and also to help 
put our region on the map as a tourist destination for our outdoors,” 
Collins said. “The fundamental goal of 37 North is to make it simple 
and convenient to explore the outdoors and that is what we will always 
be centered around.” 
 The company teaches participants to follow Leave No Trace 
principles, and caps all trips at a maximum of 13 people. 
 “This is both for the guide/client ratio, but even more importantly, 
that we are a Leave No Trace practicing company and we want to 
keep our footprint down to numbers that do not leave an impact; small 
groups are best,” Collins said. “Our goal is to help more and more 

people fall in love with the outdoors and therefore do their part to 
continue to protect it.”

Guiding into the Future
The company contracts with about 30 independent guides who lead 
hiking trips or specialized excursions that include yoga, fishing, biking 
or other activities. 
 “Our diverse range of guides is just as important to our outdoor 
experiences as our range of locations to visit,” Collins said. Together 
they give each client a different unique day outside every trip they 
come on with us.” 
 Collins has found fulfillment in sharing the beauty of the Ozarks 
with others, and is keeping the company’s sights set on the future. 
 “There are not many things better in this world to me than helping 
others get outside more often,” Collins said. “The people are what 
makes this so rewarding, far more than the locations themselves. We 
have goals to expand our services to an even wider range of diverse 
activities, therefore getting more people outside on our trips. Creating 
extremely unique days outside while incorporating a vast range of 
different activities will allow us to serve more people and help them 
find their passion when it comes to the outdoors.”  
 Book an upcoming 37 North trip at 37northexpeditions.com or call 
(417) 827-4582 for more information. 
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Special Interests

When it comes to fishing in Arkansas, “The Land of 
Opportunity,” a former state motto, remains an apt 
description. The state’s more than 600,000 acres of lakes and 

90,000 miles of rivers and streams offer anglers numerous chances to 
land a trophy or catch a limit from a variety of freshwater species.
 To augment those opportunities in what is now touted as “The Natural 
State,” nature gets a helping hand at keeping Arkansas’s waters alive with 
fish. The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission operates one of the largest 
state-owned, warm-water hatchery systems in the world. In addition, three 
trout hatcheries are also located within the state.

Trout
Today, more than 1.5 million trout are stocked annually in Arkansas’s 
waters. In addition to the Spring, Norfork, Bull Shoals and Greers Ferry 
sites, trout are stocked into the Beaver Dam tailwaters on the upper White 
River, into three tailwater sites on the Ouachita River near Hot Springs 
and into two parts of the Little Missouri River in Western Arkansas. The 
Little Missouri and Ouachita rivers offer cool-season trout fishing only.
 Arkansas’s trout streams and lakes are all located among the Ozark 
and Ouachita Mountains, which offer four seasons of natural beauty to 
complement the attraction of the state’s trout species. Streamside resorts 
and fishing guide services are common along the White, the North Fork 
and the Little Red.
 While Arkansas’s trout fisheries grab most of the headlines, the 
state offers a wide range of fishing opportunities, both in species and 
environmental settings.

Lake Fishing
Among Arkansas’s big-lake fishing, Greers Ferry Lake near Heber 
Springs ranks high. Corps of Engineer dams on the White, Ouachita, 
Little Missouri, Caddo and Cossatot Rivers have produced almost a 
dozen large lakes known for their bass, crappie, bream and catfish.
 Millwood Lake, a 29,500-acre reservoir located in Southwest 
Arkansas, has produced many trophy largemouth bass exceeding 10 
pounds and four-to-five-pound fish are common.
 One of Arkansas’s most popular fishing lakes is the state’s largest, 
the 48,300-acre Lake Ouachita. Bass, crappie, bream and catfish 
abound in the lake.
 Beaver, DeGray and Greeson are other sizable reservoirs where the 
fishing action draws anglers by the score.
 Big-river fishing is available on both the Arkansas River, which 
traverses the state from west to east, creating 50-mile-long Lake 
Dardanelle in the process, and on the Mississippi River, which forms 
the state’s eastern border. Both rivers and their backwater areas offer 
excellent angling for a variety of bass and catfish species as well 
as crappie.
 Tournament fishing is popular on Beaver Lake, Lake Dardanelle 
and the Arkansas River. The Arkansas River between Pine Bluff and 
Dumas has achieved fame for producing winning stringers when 
professional bass tournaments are held on the lower Arkansas.
 The Mississippi is known for its catfish. It produced in 2001 the 
state-record blue catfish (once recognized as the world record for the 
species as well), weighing in at 116 lbs., 12 oz.

The Land of Opportunity
Best fishing rivers and lakes in Arkansas

By Jill Rohrbach, Travel Writer, Arkansas Tourism
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www.diamondroofingar.com
(479) 619-6286        email: chris@diamondroofingar.com

When the storms come, call...

 The 156,000-acre White River National Wildlife Refuge in Eastern 
Arkansas is home to a host of small, timber-filled lakes that offer 
perhaps the best crappie and bream fishing in the state. Located in 
the floodplain of the lower White River, the lakes are bountifully 
restocked with each winter’s floods.

Stream and Rivers 
Notable small streams offering opportunities for smallmouth bass 
action are Crooked Creek, the Caddo, the forks of the upper Little Red 
and Saline Rivers, the upper Cossatot, and America’s first national 
river, the Buffalo.

Hatcheries and the AGFC 
Just as it does for trout, the AGFC aids in the propagation of other 
species found in Arkansas’s waters by operating four warm-water 
fish hatcheries. In the combined 394 acres of ponds at the hatcheries, 
raised for stocking are largemouth, smallmouth, and striped bass; blue, 
channel and flathead catfish; black and white crappie; bluegill; redear 
sunfish; and walleye.
 The AGFC publishes an annual summary of state fishing 
regulations which details state limits and specific site regulations 
such as restricted length limits and catch-and-release designations. 
In addition, the booklet contains information on state boating laws, 
gamefish records and an order form for publications concerning 
Arkansas fishing and wildlife. Visit agfc.com.
 Many of Arkansas’s state parks also provide excellent fishing 
opportunities. More information on the parks and Arkansas 
accommodations and attractions can be found here.
 
More than Fishing
Homegrown anglers know well that going fishing is frequently about 
more than the fish.
 It can be just as much about watching an osprey plunge feet first 
into the water and soar away with its prey, or experiencing a fiery 
sunset framed by Delta bald cypress. Or floating on the clear waters 
of an Ozark Mountain stream beneath a towering, lichen-covered 
limestone bluff, or enjoying the turning leaves of autumn reflected in 
the still waters of a quiet cove. 
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Family By Stephanie Alderdice

A pioneer in hands-on science learning, Mid-America Science 
Museum has been a resource for innovative STEM education 
since its opening in 1979. Serving as a unique destination for 

generations of families for 40 years, Mid-America Science Museum 
continues to provide an escape for curious minds of all ages.
 Located less than a mile from Hot Springs National Park, Mid-
America Science Museum is surrounded by a beautiful natural setting.

History
Mid-America Science Museum was conceptualized as the first 
interactive, informal learning environment in the state of Arkansas in 
1971, and the Museum opened to the public on January 20, 1979.  
 In November 2001, the Museum was selected as a Smithsonian 
Affiliate. It became the ninetieth museum in the nation to receive this 
honor and the first institution in Arkansas to have this prestigious 
recognition. In 2003, the Museum became a partner in a statewide 
network of Museums dedicated to inquiry learning, The Donald W. 
Reynolds Foundation’s Arkansas Children’s Museums Discovery 
Network. In 2011, the Museum was awarded a $7.8 million grant from 
the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation to renovate the facility and install 
new exhibits. Construction and exhibit installation began in 2014, 
culminating in an all-new Museum in 2015.
 The newest permanent addition to Mid-America Science Museum 
is the Oaklawn Foundation DinoTrek. Arkansas’ first permanent 
outdoor dinosaur exhibit, guests may now hike among the dinosaurs 
dispersed throughout the museum’s 21-wooded acre outdoor landscape.

 The present 73,500 square foot facility was constructed in Mid-
America Park on 21 beautiful, wooded acres. The multi-million-dollar 
facility is divided into two wings, connected by a glass-enclosed bridge 
that spans the outside stream. 

Permanent Exhibits
Our permanent exhibits invite participants of all ages to ask questions, 
think big, and wonder aloud. As you tour the museum, you’ll be invited 
to touch, listen, and observe scientific concepts ranging from light to 
motion, nature, water, and more. Available year-round, in rain or shine, 
repeat visitors continue to make new discoveries and develop new 
questions about the world around them. Best of all, our education team is 
constantly creating new activities and classes for you to enjoy.
 The Marvelous Motion Gallery: In this gallery, you are invited to 
experiment and start to understand how the world moves. Explore how 
simple motions can combine to build elaborate movement.
 The Light Bridge: Flanked by floor-to-ceiling windows and spans 
the outside stream. Exhibits on the Light Bridge take advantage of the 
natural light to examine prisms, filters, and color.
 The Bob Wheeler Science Skywalk: Here, you can enjoy the 
beautiful view, experiment with the electricity that is naturally a part 
of your own body on the Music Bench exhibit, roll and run in the Rope 
Bowl, and test your fearlessness on the Rope V-Bridge.
 The Workshops Gallery: Make water move, and make still pictures 
seem to move. Put heat, motion, and electricity to work - and spark a 
new understanding.

Mid-America Science Museum
Where curious minds go to play
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 Point of View: Mid-America Science Museum’s first camera and 
selfie room exhibition, “Point of View”, presents the evolution of 
the camera from a complex chemical process to an instant mode of 
professional and personal expression that almost everyone can enjoy.
 Alliance Rubber Co. Tinkering Studio: A safe and fun place 
for children of all ages to explore, create, and invent through open-
ended activities. Often messy - in a good way! - tinkering encourages 
adventure and supports the motto that innovation is possible only 
through trial and error.
 Oaklawn Foundation Dinotrek: Embark on a journey of discovery 
as you see, hear and learn about these most famous and fantastic 
creatures of the past. As Arkansas’ first and only permanent outdoor 
dinosaur exhibit.
 Kye-Yac Clubhouse: The museum’s only exhibit devoted entirely 
to early childhood learning. This tot spot play area provides a safe 
environment for children who are preschool age or younger.
 Arkansas Underfoot: There is a lot going on underfoot in Arkansas. 
Thinks that the ground is as common as dirt? Dig in and take another 
look. In Arkansas, there are wonders beneath your feet. Look down and 
discover caves, fossils, and crystals. Get grounded in roots, erosion, and 
unearth a fascinating landscape. Here you’ll find a life-size mastodon 
skeleton, a 3D Mapping Table, and a giant tree reading nook.
 The Rowland Emett Collection: Perhaps most famous for the 
fantastic creations in the movie Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Rowland 
Emett was also a satirist, cartoonist, and constructor of whimsical 
kinetic sculpture.

Coming to the Hall of Wonder - Summer 2022
“The next chapter of the history of the dinosaurs is revealed in 
Expedition Dinosaur: Rise of the Mammals.  This exhibit explores 
moments in time before, during, and after the extinction event that 
ended the age of the dinosaur. Expedition Dinosaur: Rise of the 
Mammals combines life-size and lifelike animatronic dinosaurs 
and mammals with realistic movements and sound with fascinating 
educational, interactive experiences.  Now everyone can explore the 
exciting and ever-changing history of the Cretaceous period.
 We take visitors from the final days of the Jurassic period, through 
the day of the extinction event, and well into the Cretaceous period 
with a variety of fun and educational elements that are sure to engage 
all ages.  Our immersive exhibit will take visitors on an educational 
journey they will never forget.” 

BUYER REPRESENTATION OFFERED

With 34+ years experience in Real Estate 
and her family moving to Bella Vista in 
1965, Annette’s Father was an Engineer 
for Cooper Development and he helped 
design the Bella Vista Community.

MARKET ANALYSISMARKET ANALYSISFREEFREE
Don’t Sell Your Home  
Until You Know What It’s 
Worth In TODAY’s Market!

Annette GoreAnnette Gore
Cell: (479) 640-5087  
Office: (479) 224-6800
AnnetteGoreTeam@gmail.com

 The exhibit will also feature 8 fully robotic dinosaurs and 2 fully 
robotic mammals with realistic movements & sound with interactive 
elements throughout the exhibit and curated by a working paleontologist.

Camps for Summer 2022
Give your child a summer to remember with Mid-America Science 
Museum’s Summer Day Camps! Our unique summer experiences are 
designed to be age-appropriate, educational, and, most of all, FUN! 

SmARTCamp • June 13 - 17
Explore the exciting line where Science meets Art! Get creative, explore 
science concepts in art and look at your world in a whole new way!

Budding Biologist • June 20 - June 24
Investigate the world around you and become a backyard scientist!

Down and Dirty • June 27 - July 1
Bugs, dirt, and dinosaurs. Who’s ready to get down and dirty, exploring 
the science under our feet?

Lights, Camera, Science! • July 4 - July 8
Explore the world of superheroes, special effects and cinematography as 
you create your own movie!

Space Explorers • July 11 - July 15
Space... the final frontier. Join our crew as we explore new worlds and 
experience our own night sky as never seen before!

Minecraft In Real Life • July 18 - July 22
Our most popular camp is back again! We take Minecraft off the screen 
and into real life!

Magic for Muggles • July 25 - July 29
Join our professors as we explore the realm of Muggle magic... Science!

Inventor’s Workshop • August 1 - August 5
Investigate the inventions of the past, explore how things move and get 
inspiration to create your own invention to make our lives easier.

For more information on Summer Camps: MidAmericaMuseum.org/
programs/summer-camps 
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Food By Erin Rowe

Fassler Hall: A Beer and 
Sausage Hall – Tulsa, OK
Prost! Get ready for a rollicking good 
time at this true German-inspired 
beer hall in the heart of Tulsa’s Blue 
Dome District. You can’t beat the 
outdoor views of the city skyline 
right downtown.
 Summertime is perfect for a visit to Fassler, so this is must for 
our road trip to Tulsa. Sip on Spaten Optimator and icy steins of 
Oktoberfest to your heart’s content in their outdoor beer garden. Live 
entertainment often plays on the garden stage during the weekend with 
local Tulsa artists. It’s truly a casual gathering place with something 
always going on outdoors, including Sausage Party Mondays, with half 
price brats all day until midnight. 
 Andouille sausage is homemade and served up on a poorboy here, 
with spicy Creole mustard and pickles. Sunday Brunch also includes a 
rainbow of mimosas and delicious offerings, like chicken and waffles 
and artisan chorizo breakfast tacos. Taste the traditional house-made 
sausage of locally-raised pork from Prairie Creek farms; or try their 
Hunter Brat, which includes the likes of venison, buffalo and pork 
sausage within the casing. Top your brat off with house made kraut 
and mustard, alongside duck fat fries with a smoked Gouda sauce and 
you’ll be feeling like a Kaiser in no time. Don’t leave off the schnitzel 
with a triple mushroom sauce and sweet potato spaetzel for a sausage 
alternative, or the house-made pretzel bread pudding topped with 
Bavarian Cream. You’ll always find the party and great eats within the 
beer garden walls of Fassler Hall!

Restaurant Road Trips
Whether traveling near, far or just looking for a great meal, our restaurant road 

trips have a little something to please the family and the palate.

Amish Country Store & Restaurant
Muskogee, OK
You don’t need to be an “Okie from Muskogee”, or even behind a 
horse and buggy to arrive at this down-home cooking establishment 
in style. Just come hungry! This hearty restaurant and mercantile 
serves up full plates of chicken-fried chicken with mashed potatoes, 
green beans and slabs of homemade pie. Hot rolls are homemade, just 
like mama used to make down on the farm. Catfish is served fried 
with housemade hushpuppies atop the red-and-white gingham checked 
tablecloths. 
 You’ll discover heavy-laden cases of snack-and-drive fried pies 
of peach, apricot, cherry, apple, coconut and chocolate, for the road, 
of course. As a big fan of breakfast served all day, this little spot 
plates up huge portions with meat-heavy omelets, sweet strawberry 
pancakes, and farm house style biscuits. This little restaurant also 
touts homemade bread, chicken and dumplings and potpies, just like 
grandma used to make. Daily flavors of house-made fudge, cookies 
and cinnamon rolls, as well as old-fashioned candy, taffy and preserves 
round out the store selection. You’ll enjoy browsing through the gift 
shop looking for chocolates, beef jerky, and popcorn to take home as 
gifts for the road…if they make it out of the car. 
 Road trips should always have an element of nostalgia and time-
gone-by to them, as they hail from an earlier time when people did 
more car travel than plane, relying on roadside establishments to 
keep them trucking, so to speak! Muskogee’s Amish Country Store & 
Restaurant serves up a hefty helping of nostalgia and good eats to fit 
the bill. It’s worth the scenic drive to a town only Merle Haggard could 
write into song, “a place where even squares can have a ball.”
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Specializing in:
• Custom Home Building
• New Construction
• Bella Vista Land Acquisition
• Large Scale Remodels

Please Call or eMail
For more information:

479-387-1341  
info@sbbuilds.com
www.sbbuilds.com

Yokozuna – Tulsa, OK
Make your way to downtown Tulsa’s famed Blue Dome district, a 
drinking and dining area that has a weekend full of offerings all to 
itself. If you had a hefty breakfast or lunch in Muskogee, then try this 
lighter Asian fusion eatery, with its delightful offerings of sushi rolls, 
poke bowls, and housemade noodles in a modern space of exposed 
brick walls and minimalistic design.  
 Yokozuna plates their fare like works of art, from appetizers like 
Sriracha Chicken Steam Buns to Pork & Charred Scallion Gyoza. 
Even the Tempura Fried Cauliflower has an edge and substantially 
to it, drizzled in a sweet and spicy gochujang sauce, a full meal for 
vegetarians on the lookout for flavor. Feeling like a big plate for the 
carnivores comes easy with Jorge’s Nachos, a smorgasbord of the best 
of Yokozuna as fresh tuna, salmon, and yellowtail with yuzu kosho 

graces the tops of fried wontons, alongside cilantro, fresno chiles, red 
tobiko, scallion and shichimi pepper. Fit for a King! 
 If you’re hoping to please the palate and try a little something more 
exotic, I recommend the Blackened Tuna Poke Tacos, a seared raw 
fish taco duo topped with chili ponzu, avocado, pico de gallo, cilantro 
and shichimi peppers. Ika (Squid) Salad, Salmon Poke bowls, Wasabi 
Deviled Eggs and Pork Belly Ramen abound in this clean and simple 
eatery, where you’ll be ushered in through Japanese paper window 
doors into a quiet sunlit dining space. 
 It’s a perfect place for a light lunch and healthy alternative to the 
often-fried albeit delicious soul fare typical of the midwest and south. 
The prices are low here and the smiles are high, as true Asian fusion 
and sushi is served up with aplomb and modern styling. With a tagline 
of “Noodles. Sushi. Happiness.,” how can you go wrong? 
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You don’t have to venture out west to get an 

authentic dude ranch experience — there’s 

a world class one right here in Arkansas.  

By Lisa Florey

HorsesHoe HorsesHoe 
CanyonCanyon
ranCHranCH
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Horseshoe Canyon Ranch, outside 
Jasper, Arkansas, treats adventurous 
guests to scenic trail rides, log cabin 

accommodations, rock climbing and a variety 
of other activities. 
 Barry and Amy Johnson purchased the 
ranch property in 1994, and opened Horseshoe 
Canyon Ranch in 1997. The couple met while 
working at a dude ranch in Wyoming, so it 
is only fitting that they operate Horseshoe 
Canyon Ranch along with their children. The 

HorsesHoe HorsesHoe 
CanyonCanyon
ranCHranCH

family has created a peaceful, family-oriented 
setting where guests can enjoy the outdoors 
along with a touch of southern hospitality.

The Dude Ranch Experience
Horseshoe Canyon Ranch has an all-inclusive 
rate that includes a cabin with maid service, 
three meals per day, and activities like 
horseback riding, rock climbing, canoeing on 
the nearby Buffalo National River (in season),  
children’s programs and more. Guests can 
choose as many — or as few — activities as 
they desire. 
 The Horseshoe Canyon Ranch experience 
begins on Mondays and runs through Sunday 
morning — both staff and horses get a day 
of rest on Sundays. The ranch is open from 
March through October; a two-day minimum 
stay is required in the spring and fall seasons, 
while the minimum stay is three days in the 
summertime. Most guests find they need to 
stay six full days in order to take advantage of 
all the activities at the ranch. 

Ranch Accommodations
Horseshoe Canyon Ranch has 13 cabins that 
can accommodate families or groups of two to 
seven people. The rustic log cabins are bright 
and cozy inside. Each cabin has a full bath 
and is comfortably furnished to feel like your 
home away from home. Amenities also include 
a coffee pot, microwave and small refrigerator. 
All of the cabins have views of the east bluff 
and covered front porches designed for the 
southern tradition of porch sitting. Horses and 
goats are allowed to roam the property, so you 
may have a visitor or two.  
 Generous home-cooked meals are served 
in the ranch lodge three times a day. Breakfast 
includes an array of options, from fruit and 
yogurt to heartier items like eggs, bacon 
and pancakes. Once a week, the ranch has a 

cowboy breakfast where guests can ride out 
and enjoy a breakfast of smoked ham and 
dutch oven potatoes. Lunchtime is an informal 
meal where diners can also choose their own 
portions, while dinnertime gives guests a 
chance to sit down and enjoy a chef-prepared 
meal. The dinner menu ranges from chicken 
parmesan or grilled mahi mahi to a pizza night 
or steak fry. 
 The lodge is intended as a gathering spot 
and features a large fireplace surrounded 
by comfortable leather furniture and 
picture windows. There’s also a downstairs 
entertainment area, plus an outdoor pool and 
hot tub. The game room offers foosball, ping 
pong, and pool tables, while the theater room 
is ideal for watching the game you just can’t 
miss or kicking back to watch a movie with a 
bottomless tub of popcorn at your side. 
 The barn at Horseshoe Canyon Ranch isn’t 
just for horses! Its upstairs area is an indoor 
playground with an area dedicated to playing 
basketball, a climbing wall,  and one of a 
handful of cave simulators in the country. 
 The ranch is family oriented, and full of 
activities for the whole family to do together 
— or on their own, if desired. Kids between 
the ages of three and five can participate in the 
kid’s program, which includes activities like 
riding ponies, doing arts and crafts, nature 
walks, and more. There’s also a twilight trail 
ride just for the adults one evening each week. 

Trail Riding at HCR 
For most people, trail rides are the highlight 
of their dude ranch vacation, and Horseshoe 
Canyon Ranch rides do not disappoint. The 
ranch has a herd of about 55 horses, and an 
experienced team of wranglers will match you 
up with a well-broke horse that will be your 
partner during your stay. Guests are encouraged 
to groom and saddle their horse if they like. 
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 Trail rides leave the barn after breakfast and lunch, and are typically 
around an hour to an hour and a half long. Additional rides are available 
for riders who want more time in the saddle, including a four-hour 
wilderness ride to Keys Gap for experienced riders, a breakfast ride, an 
evening ride, and a ride to a steak fry dinner. 
 Rides are kept small, with a maximum of seven riders assigned 
to each wrangler. The ranch also has an arena to ride in, one-on-one 
horseback riding lessons, plus a youth wrangler for children who are too 
young to ride on the trails.  
 
World-Class Rock Climbing 
Horseshoe Canyon Ranch has made a name for itself as a rock 
climbing destination. Both beginning and experienced rock climbers 
will find a route that fits their skills among the nearly 500 routes 
in the sandstone walls around the ranch. Experienced climbers will 
find more than 100 boulder problems (a technical, short climb that 
requires balance, f lexibility and strength) and a handful of trad (aka 
traditional) routes.  
 New or inexperienced climbers can pair up with an adventure 
guide to learn the ropes and try their hand at beginner routes and even 
some via ferrata (“iron way” in Italian) climbing. Via ferrata features 
iron rungs bolted into rock walls; climbers are clipped to a fixed cable 
and grip the rungs as they climb. The method originated during World 
War I as a way for troops to get across the Dolomites in Italy, and 
requires less technical expertise than traditional rock climbing, but 
gives climbers the same thrill. 
 The ranch welcomes rock climbers to visit and try out its multitude 
of climbs. Climbers must pay a $10 per day use fee and sign a waiver. 
A primitive campground with showers and bathrooms is available for 
just five dollars per night. 

continued

 Horseshoe Canyon Ranch is the home base for 24 Hours of 
Horseshoe Hell, which is labeled the world’s wildest climbing 
competition. The endurance rock climbing competition and festival 
features food, camping, music, games and parties, and attracts hundreds 
of climbers from all over the world. Two-person teams climb for 24 
hours straight, completing as many routes as possible to earn points. 
Harder routes earn more points than easy ones, and routes can only be 
climbed twice by each person on a team. This year’s event is scheduled 
for September 21-25; for more information, visit twofourhell.com. 

Additonal Ranch Adventures
Guests looking for more thrills and unique views can ride two ziplines 
at Horseshoe Canyon Ranch. The first, the 600-foot-long Pony 
Express, is a great starter zipline, while the newer Iron Horse zipline 
is considered the fastest, highest and longest in Arkansas. Riders on 
the half-mile zipline, which opened in 2012, can sail at speeds over 
50 mph. Reaching a maximum height of 300 feet over the valley, the 
zipline gives brave travelers spectacular views of the canyon and ranch 
— if they keep their eyes open!   
 The ranch is located a few minutes from the Buffalo National 
River, a prime location for canoeing and cooling off in one of the many 
swimming holes along the scenic river. Guests can make a day of 
floating down the river, and the ranch even sends a packed lunch along 
so you don’t go hungry. 
 Other ranch activities include hiking (go looking for waterfalls 
after it rains), archery, skeet and .22 target shooting, fishing, a petting 
zoo, and even wagon rides. Guests can also relax on their porches, cool 
off in the lodge’s swimming pool or soak in the hot tub. 
 The ranch’s location and range of activities makes it an ideal 
destination for corporate retreats, team building, reunions or even a 
rewards trip for employees. Groups can plan their own itinerary or 
have the Horseshoe Canyon Ranch team create a schedule for them.



Now Hiring! 
BellaVistaPOA.com/Jobs  •  (479) 855-5038   •  98 Clubhouse Dr. Bella Vista, AR 72715

1 Pamona Dr, Bella Vista, AR • Near I-49 Exit 104, Just off Glasgow Rd.

FOOD, DRINKS, SPORTS  •  HAPPY HOUR 3-6 DAILY
12 TVs • SHUFFLE BOARD • DARTS • POOL

 11AM – 8PM DAILY • (479) 855-8115

GET YOUR GAME ON!
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What To Bring
Guests are encouraged to pack gear suitable for horseback riding, 
hiking, canoeing and other adventures. Jeans and heeled boots are 
best for horseback riding, while a swimsuit is a must for canoeing 
or enjoying the ranch’s pool and hot tub. Most activities go on rain 
or shine, so rain gear is also a must. A flashlight or headlamp is also 
useful for trekking between the lodge and your cabin at night. The 
ranch has a washer and dryer (detergent is provided). If you forget an 
essential, chances are you can find a replacement at the Trading Co., 
which sells sundries, gear and souvenirs.  

Historic Jasper, Arkansas
Horseshoe Canyon Ranch is just west of the town of Jasper, 
Arkansas. Although you’ll have everything you need at the ranch, 
you may want to plan a stop in this town before or after your stay. 
Jasper may have only about 500 permanent residents, it has a lot 
to offer, including unique restaurants and a historic town square. 
Stop for a hamburger and milkshake at the Ozark Cafe, which 
opened in 1909, or for chicken and waffles at the Cliff House Inn, 
which overlooks the Arkansas Grand Canyon. If history is more 
your scene, go for a stroll around the town square and take in the 
Americana feel of the town, and pop into Emma’s Museum of Junk. 
If you only have time for a scenic drive, be sure to check out the 
winding Arkansas Scenic Byway 7. 

Getting There
Horseshoe Canyon Ranch is located at HC 70 261, just 7.5 miles 
west of Jasper, Arkansas. The ranch is open from the first Monday 
in March through the end of October. Make reservations at 
HorseshoeCanyonDudeRanch.com or by calling (800) 480-9635. 



906 NE Heights Lane | Bentonville, AR 72712
Located on J Street, North of Tiger Boulevard

479.268.3033
hawthorne-heights.com | hawthorne-living.com

2 & 3 Bedroom Homes | Spacious Floor Plans
2-Car Attached Garage | Clubhouse & Pool

NOW LEASING  
Luxury Senior Living Community
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V
isit Tenkiller State Park in 
northeastern Oklahoma, and you’ll 
soon find out it lives up to its 
nickname of Heaven in the Hills. 

Located on the shores of Lake Tenkiller, this 
state park is known for is beautiful limestone 
cliffs and the lake’s crystal-clear waters. 
Lake Tenkiller itself covers 130 miles of 
shoreline and has 13,000 surface acres that 
visitors can boat, swim, fish, and even scuba 
dive. Lake Tenkiller was ranked as one of 
the 20 most beautiful lakes in the United 
States by Insider Magazine in 2018, sharing 
the list with Grand Teton’s Jenny Lake and 
Lake Tahoe. 

Lake Tenkiller
Lake Tenkiller — also called Tenkiller 
Ferry Lake — is a man-made lake created 
by the construction of Tenkiller Ferry Dam 
on the Illinois River. The resulting lake was 
named after Cherokee landowners who ran 
an Illinois River ferry service near where the 
dam was built.
 When dam construction began in 1947, the 
town of Cookson, Oklahoma, was partially 
relocated to higher ground. Today, visitors can 
check out the historic Cookson Country Store 
and Cabins, which were moved to Highway 
82, next to the Cookson Post Office. Many 
of the remaining buildings in the town were 

abandoned to the floodwaters, and can be 
explored by scuba divers. 
 Shortly after the dam was completed, 
Tenkiller State Park was established in 1953, 
preserving the tree-filled land around the 
southeastern corner of Lake Tenkiller. 
 Most Tenkiller State Park visitors spend 
a big chunk of their visit on or in the lake. 
Whether it’s lounging on a boat, partaking in 
water sports, enjoying fishing all year long, 
dining at one of several floating restaurants, or 
exploring the lake’s islands via kayak or canoe, 
there’s a water activity for nearly everyone. 
 The lake features 10 marinas and over a 
dozen campgrounds managed by either the 

By Lisa Florey

Tenkiller STaTe ParkTenkiller STaTe Park
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state of Oklahoma or the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. Many marinas offer a variety of 
boat rentals along with fuel, sundries and bait. 
 Four of the marinas on Lake Tenkiller 
feature floating restaurants that welcome 
boaters. Clearwater Cove, at the state park’s 
marina, is a seasonal restaurant that serves 
everything from sandwiches to steaks and 
seafood. Barnacle Bills, located in Sizemore 
Cove near the west-central area of the lake, 
serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and 
includes a bar. The restaurant at Burnt Cabin 
Marina and Resort, located in the lake’s largest 
cove, offers delicious food with a view and is 
open Friday through Monday for lunch and 

dinner. Sixshooter Resort is home to Skipper’s 
Floating Restaurant, which offers casual family 
dining on the eastern portion of the lake. 
 In addition to the marinas, 24 boat launch 
ramps scattered around the shoreline provide 
parking and boat access for visitors. In 
addition to searching for that perfect fishing 
spot, taking water-skiers or tubers for a 
ride, or simply cruising around, exploring 
the lake’s islands is a popular activity for 
boaters and paddlers. A handful of islands 
are dispersed around the lake, including Goat 
Island, which is named for the goats that 
roam the island and often greet boaters at the 
shoreline. Goat Island is located in Pettit Bay, 
on the northwestern end of the lake. 

Scuba Diving In Oklahoma
Oklahoma might not be the first destination 
that pops in your head when you think of scuba 
diving, but Lake Tenkiller is a popular draw 
for underwater exploration, thanks to its clear 
waters and the state park’s unique scuba park. 
 The lake’s water remains clear as deep as 
28 feet in places. From gently sloping hills to 
rock cliffs and a maximum depth of 165 feet, 
the lake’s varying terrain offers environments 
for divers from nearly all skill levels. Diving 
around some of the lake’s islands gives 
divers the opportunity to explore cave-like 
environments. Divers who obtain the proper 
Oklahoma fishing license can also try their 
hand at spear fishing non-game fish (catfish 
as large as 65 pounds have been speared in 
Lake Tenkiller). 
 New to diving or want to learn how to 
scuba dive? Several dive shops are located 
near Lake Tenkiller and offer equipment, air 
fills, certification courses, guided experiences 
and dive recommendations. 

Tenkiller Scuba Park
The Tenkiller Scuba Park is an underwater 
playground for scuba divers. The park is roped 
off with a buoy line so divers do not have to 

worry about boat traffic. The underwater park 
includes a school bus, several boats, an airplane 
fuselage and a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter. 
 “It was designed in 2004 and was a 
cooperative project between local dive facilities, 
the Greater Tenkiller Area Association, 
Oklahoma State Parks, and Corps of Engineers,” 
Park Manager Clayton Cole said.
 
Fishing Lake Tenkiller
Lake Tenkiller is rich with fishing all year 
long (a handful of docks are heated so you can 
keep fishing in the winter). The lake boasts 
black bass, bream, catfish, crappie, striped 
bass, white bass and walleye. In addition, 
the adjoining Illinois River is stocked with 
rainbow and brown trout. 
 Kids can try their hand at fishing at the 
kids’ fishing pond southeast of Driftwood 
Nature Center. There is no charge or permit 
required for children 16 and under, and they 
can catch a limit of three fish per day. The 
pond is open year round; however, at press 
time, it was closed for maintenance, and a 
reopening date has not been announced. 

Pine Cove Marina
The full-service Pine Cove Marina is located in 
a deep-water cove shielded by limestone bluffs. 
The official marina of the state park, Pine Cove 
offers fuel, boat slips, boat sales and rents a 
variety of boats, plus a ship store with snacks, 
water toys, coolers, life jackets, swimsuits 
and clothing. The marina also has a floating 
restaurant, the Clearwater Cafe, which is open 
seasonally for lunch and dinner Thursdays 
through Sunday. 

Hiking Tenkiller State Park
Park visitors who want to stay on land can take 
advantage of three short but scenic trails within 
the park. The Tenkiller Multi-Use Trail is a 
1.5-mile paved trail that is handicap accessible. 
The loop trail is a great way to see some of the 
park’s features, as it leads from the cabin office 
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to Driftwood Nature Center, past the kids pond 
and down to Crappie Point, where you can see 
the dam. 
 “The Gum Springs Trail is located at 
Gooseneck bend and goes about one mile along 
Gum Spring,” Cole said. “When the water is 
flowing, I do not recommend that trail. It is a 
good one during the fall with beautiful views 
of the surrounding bluffs.”
 The third trail at the park is known 
as Whispering Leaves Trail, (also called 
Lakeview Trail). This trail links the cabin 
office with Bluff View Campground, and takes 
hikers past Fisherman’s Point and around the 
park cabins.  

Driftwood Nature Center
The Driftwood Nature Center welcomes 
visitors of all ages and features live exhibits 
of reptiles, a pollinator garden, and a diorama 
focused on the Ozark Plateau. Naturalist 
programs are offered all year long and change 
with the season. Among the activities are 
nature walks, eagle tours at nearby Sequoyah 
Wildlife Refuge, star gazing, and other 
recreational programs. 
 Regular summer events include a 
Saturday afternoon Slither and Hiss program, 
campfires on Friday evenings, and weekly 
Saturday night hikes. Visitors can spend an 

in-depth weekend learning about snakes. 
lizards, turtles and amphibians at the park’s 
Big Herp Weekend June 10–11. This year, 
Tenkiller State Park will host the Alabaster 
Caverns Grotto traveling display June 17–18. 
 Visit the state park’s website at travelok.
com/state-parks/tenkiller-state-park to learn 
about activities for the summer and beyond. 

Lodging At Tenkiller State Park
Tenkiller State Park has ten camping areas, 
with over 150 campsites in total. The 
campsites are divided almost equally between 
RV and tent sites, with 82 designated for 
RVs and 75 for tents. Four campgrounds 
have 30 and 50 amp electric hookups. The 
most popular campground in the park is the 
Fox Squirrel RV campground near the park 
entrance, which has full hookups. 
 The remaining six campgrounds are all 
primitive, and many offer lake views and some 
also include comfort stations with restrooms 
and showers. All campsite reservations must be 
made online at travelok.com. 
 On the west side of the park, there are 
38 rustic-style cabins furnished with dishes, 
linens, full kitchens, heat, air conditioning 
and satellite television. Cabins with one, two 
or three bedrooms are available, and several 
cabins are designated as pet-friendly. 

More Activities
Additional outdoor facilities at Tenkiller State 
Park include a volleyball court, basketball 
court, two playground areas, four group picnic 
pavilions and 172 picnic tables. An outdoor 
swimming pool is available to guests staying 
at the park for a small fee and includes a water 
slide and splash pad. There is also an 18-hole 
disc golf course, and it’s a popular draw for 
families and those who are learning the sport. 
The course is free to visitors who have a 
parking or annual pass. 

Visit Tenkiller State Park
The park is open year-round (hours may vary, 
depending on the season) and is located at 
448159 East 979 Road in Vian, Oklahoma. 
There is no entrance fee for the park, but 
visitors must purchase a parking pass. 
 “We work with Premium Parking to help 
with revenue so we would like visitors to 
understand the system. It is a parking fee and 
not an entrance fee,” Cole said. “For Oklahoma 
residents, it is $8 a day or $60 for a year. Out-
of-state residents is $10 a day or $75 for the 
year. If they are an Oklahoma resident that is 
over the age of 62 and/or a military veteran we 
can sign them up for a free annual pass. The 
annual pass covers your parking fee to all 33 
parks in the state of Oklahoma.”  
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FREE WITH DIRECT DEPOSIT1

• EARN INTEREST 
• FREE CASHIER’S CHECKS2

• UNLIMITED CHECK WRITING 
• FREE FIFTY PLUS WALLET CHECKS 
• FREE MasterCard® DEBIT CARD3

JANE  21196 US 71  417-226-6299  |  firstcommunity.net
1 Monthly service fee waived in statement cycles where there is a direct deposit or a $1,000 daily balance is maintained  

2 Limited to two per visit  3 Subject to approval
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While balloon festivals across the globe are always well-loved 
events, SOAR NWA happens with a particular benefit in 
mind. As the vibrantly colored balloons rise into the clear 

summer sky, so do the hopes of a local nonprofit. For 47 years Open 
Avenues has provided a path of hope, training, job placement and 
inclusion for area adults with disabilities.

History
Located in Rogers and serving all of Northwest Arkansas, Open 
Avenues boasts a Training and Employment Center, Pre-Vocational 
Program, a Community Employment Program, a High School Transition 
Program and ADA Transportation Services for anyone diagnosed with 
a developmental or intellectual disability such Cerebral Palsy, Autism 
and Down Syndrome, head injuries, physical disabilities and/or mental 
illness. Currently 100 people are benefitting from the programs that 
Open Avenues provides.
 “We host a fundraising event each year,” says Kelly Sampson, 
Development Director for Open Avenue, who puts on the SOAR NWA 
event. “In 2019, we decided to start something unique to the area and 
SOAR NWA was born. With the community’s support, we are able 
to give our participants a sense of belonging and purpose in life. So 
attendees are doing so much more than simply attending a fun event. 
They’re changing lives for the better,” Already in its third year, SOAR 
NWA is a much-anticipated, quickly sold-out event.

A Class Act
While the balloons definitely occupy center stage, many other activities 
happen during the event. Sampson explains. “We learned from talking 
with balloonists and other event organizers that we couldn’t just have 
hot air balloons as they have to have very specific weather conditions in 
order to fly. So we have to planning additional activities. 
 The 3rd Annual SOAR NWA event located at Drake Field, 4500 
S. School Ave St. in Fayetteville, will include tethered balloon rides, a 
balloon ascension and balloon glow (all weather permitting), as well 
as live entertainment, circus performers, a kid zone, beer garden, car 
exhibit, skydiving show, static airplane displays, helicopter rides, 
Discovery flights, food trucks, etc.” 

 I know you are as curious as I am. How does one go about finding 
balloonists for such an event? “We have to hire a balloon meister, who is 
responsible for securing the balloonists,” Sampson says. “In years past, 
they’ve mostly come from this region: Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri and 
usually one from Arkansas.”
 While last year’s event was limited due to COVID, this year’s event 
is full open throttle with not just one day of balloon fun, but two. “We’re 
changing things up this year, splitting the event into 2 days: Friday, 
August 26 from 5 a.m. – 10 p.m. and Saturday, August 27 from 7 a.m – 1 
p.m.,” Sampson explains. “Not all activities will be both days so we will 
encourage people to check out our event schedule on soarnwa.com once 
we get closer to the event date.”

Balloons for a Cause
Funding such a diverse program is a huge undertaking. Each individual 
is trained according to their strengths and needs. Once a skill set is 
mastered, Open Avenues coordinates with local businesses to provide 
jobs for these wonderful people. It’s a win-win situation for the 
community too because Open Avenues offers the industrial community 
of Northwest Arkansas an alternative, local workforce for their off-line 
production needs. Some of the skills mastered by the Open Avenues 
participants include: collating, custom packaging, shrink wrap, blister 
sealing, assembly and disassembly, labeling, mailing operations, 
reclamation and more. If your company is looking for a local alternative 
for these activities why not give Open Avenues a try? 
 “Our main goal is to raise enough funds to help support the 
participants of Open Avenues in realizing their employment dreams. For 
some, that’s working in our on-site Employment Center, and for others, 
it’s finding a job within the community. We believe our participants 
should have a choice and our role is to help them find the best place for 
them to learn, grow and succeed. By offering the dignity that comes 
from working, our participants truly feel a sense of belonging and 
purpose in life. We want to not only continue offering our programming, 
but be able to expand to help additional people,” Sampson adds.
 As many of our area’s residents and job specialists know, 
transportation is one of the biggest challenges to getting and keeping 
employment. This hurdle is even greater for people with disabilities who 

By A. A. RileyBy A. A. RileyRegional Event

SOAR NWA  August 26 & 27
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V I S I T  opera.org  F O R  T I C K E T S
&  S C H E D U L E  I N F O R M A T I O N
16311 Highway 62 West / Eureka Springs, AR / (479) 253-8595

cannot drive themselves. One of the best initiatives at Open Avenues is 
to provide transportation for their students to and from the workplace. 
 What Open Avenues means to people is best said by one of their 
participants, Lindie, who has seizures. “Open Avenues has brought 
my confidence up, it’s taught me how to do a lot of jobs that I never 
thought I could do, it’s given me my freedom from being stuck at 
home and it’s taught me how to build myself up. I never had a chance 
to really learn independence or have a job before Open Avenues.” 
 The ADA bus transportation Open Avenues provides makes 
this possible for Lindie. “It allows my dad to attend his own doctor 
appointments and gets me out of the house during the week,” Lindie 
adds. When Lindie has a seizure, she doesn’t know where she is or 
who’s around her. “If I was working in a different place, and I had a 
seizure, they wouldn’t know what to do. I feel comfortable working 
here where the team knows how to help me,” Lindie asserts.

Balloons Over NWA
One of the most anticipated and magical happenings of the entire event 
is the Balloon Glow, which will happen on Friday night this year. 
Other Friday offerings include: musical performances, a skydiving 
show, roaming circus performers, both tethered hot air balloon rides 
and helicopter rides, and Kid Zone activities. 
 Saturday will again feature the balloon and helicopter rides as well 
as the balloon ascension (weather permitting), a car exhibit, Kid Zone 
Activities and family-friendly performances. Both days will have 
static airplane displays.
 Tickets for this exciting event can be purchased online at soarnwa.
org or at the gate with the exception of two-day tickets. Those must 
be purchased online in advance. Admission tickets provide access to 
all events except tethered hot air balloon rides (weather permitting), 
helicopter rides and a few of the Kid Zone activities.
 Sampson highly encourages people to buy tickets in advance. 
“We have sold out both years we’ve had the event, so we’ve ended up 
turning people away at the gate and that’s always disappointing after 
you’ve made it all the way there, parked, etc.”
 If you are or know someone with a disability who would benefit 
from the services at Open Avenues, they are accepting applications.

Tickets at a Glance
Available at the gate or online at soarnwa.org

One day tickets—for Friday or Saturday’s event
Adults: $15 in advance, $25 at gate
Children (3–10): $5 in advance, $10 at gate
2 & under free

Two day tickets—available only online
Adults: $22
Children (3–10): $8
2 & under free 
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 BELLA VISTA: 
June 6, 1st Monday LIVE! at BV Bar & Grill: 98 Clubhouse 
Dr.,  5:30–8:30pm. Live music the first Monday of every 
month. For Information: facebook.com/BVBarandGrill 

June 8, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

June 15, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista 

June 16, 3rd Thursday LIVE! at Lakepoint: 101 Marina 
Dr., 5–8pm  Enjoy live entertainment beginning at 
5pm and enjoy happy hour from open to close. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

June 22, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

June 25, Last Saturday LIVE! at Gear Garden: 700 
Blowing Spring Rd., 4–7pm. Enjoy live music the last 
Saturday of every month. For Information: facebook.
com/GearGarden 

June 25,  Alzeimer’s Golf Classic: All Golfers Welcome: 
Dogwood Golf Courses. For information or to register 
bellavistapoa.com/golf, (479) 855-5079 or visit one of 
the Pro Shops. 
 
June 29, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

July 6, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

July 8, Movie Night, “Night at the Museum”: Bella 
Vista Historical Museum, 1885 Bella Vista Way. For 
Information: bellavistamuseum.org

July 13, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

July 20, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

July 21, 3rd Thursday LIVE! at Lakepoint: 101 Marina 
Dr., 5–8pm  Enjoy live entertainment beginning at 
5pm and enjoy happy hour from open to close. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

July 23, All in the Family: All Golfers Welcome:  
Kingswood Golf Courses, 4 Person Scramble & 2 Person 
Scramble . For information or to register bellavistapoa.
com/golf, (479) 855-5079 or visit one of the Pro Shops. 

July 27, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

July 30, Last Saturday LIVE! at Gear Garden: 700 
Blowing Spring Rd., 4–7pm. Enjoy live music the last 
Saturday of every month. For Information: facebook.
com/GearGarden

August 1, 1st Monday LIVE! at BV Bar & Grill: 98 
Clubhouse Dr.,  5:30–8:30pm. Live music the first 
Monday of every month. For Information: facebook.
com/BVBarandGrill

August 3, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 101 
Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

August 6, Ice Cream Social: Bella Vista Historical 
Museum, 1885 Bella Vista Way. For Information: 
bellavistamuseum.org 

August 6, Parent–Child Championship: All Golfers 
Welcome: Brittany Golf Courses, 2 Person Scramble. For 
information or to register bellavistapoa.com/golf, (479) 
855-5079 or visit one of the Pro Shops. 

August 10, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 

101 Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

August 17, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 
101 Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

August 18, 3rd Thursday LIVE! at Lakepoint: 101 Marina 
Dr., 5–8pm  Enjoy live entertainment beginning at 
5pm and enjoy happy hour from open to close. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

August 24, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 
101 Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista

August 27, Last Saturday LIVE! at Gear Garden: 700 
Blowing Spring Rd., 4–7pm. Enjoy live music the last 
Saturday of every month. For Information: facebook.
com/GearGarden

August 31, Wine Down Wednesday at Lakepoint: 
101 Marina Dr.,  ½ off select bottles. Try that wine. For 
Information: facebook.com/LakepointBellaVista 

September 5, 1st Monday LIVE! at BV Bar & Grill: 98 
Clubhouse Dr.,  5:30–8:30pm. Live music the first 
Monday of every month.  For Information: facebook.
com/BVBarandGrill

  BENTONVILLE: 
June 17–19, Bentonville Bike Festival: Mama Bear 
Pump Track,  705 SE J St, Bentonville. Expanded roster 
of exhibitors, where attendees can test some of the 
newest bikes on the market and buy cycling gear. All 
world-class entertainment and access to the venue is 
free. For Information: bentonvillebikefest.com

June 17–18, Berry Fest: The Berry Farm, 12726 Huber 
Road. Join us at The Berry Farm for the 3rd annual Berry 

Regional Events Calendar

479-866-2900 | timbernak.com

From design and finish to delivery 
and installation of new custom 
cabinets. 
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We provide compassionate, professional cancer support and 
education in the Northwest Arkansas region today and tomorrow.

HopeCancerResources.org
479-361-5847

5835 W. Sunset Ave. • Springdale, AR

@HopeCancerResources

continued

Fest. Bring your family for a U-Pick night of fun.Bring 
lawn chairs & relax while you enjoy live music from 
local artists. Let the kids play in our Berry Farm play 
space. Grabbing dinner at one of our food trucks. This 
is a fundraising event. There will be a $25 entrance fee 
for adults ($10 for 18 and under; 5 and under attend 
FREE) For Information: helponenow.org/berryfest2022/

June 22–26, Bentonville Film Festival: Downtown. 
The 8th Annual Geena Davis’ Bentonville Film Festival 
will take place with virtual events from June 22 – July 
3, 2022 and in-person events in the festival host 
state of Arkansas from June 22 – June 26, 2022. For 
Information: bentonvillefilm.org/

September 10, Tour De Tacos Cycling Event: From 
Lewis and Clark Outfitters. 100, 62, 30, 7 mile bike rides.
TACOS, TACOS, TACOS! For Information: tourdenwa.
com

September 23-25, FORMAT Festival: Sugar Creek 
Airstrip, 3100 Price Coffee Road. FORMAT welcomes a 
diverse range of globally renowned international and 
local musicians and artists, alongside emerging talent 
and a myriad of special performances and surprise 
acts. For Information: format-festival.com

arphil.org.
  BRANSON / SILVER DOLLAR CITY: 
June 11, Jukebox Winos & Papa Green Shoes - Live 
in Concert: Branson Landing. Beer Garden opens at 
6:30pm. Opening band will start playing at 7pm. For 
Information: bransonlanding.com 

June 18–19, Branson Grand Prix of MO Powerboat 
Nationals: Branson Landing. The Grand Prix of Missouri 
Powerboat Nationals Race is the perfect new-to-
Branson, two-day thrill for the whole family on Lake 
Taneycomo at Branson Landing. Watch this free event 
from the fountains & boardwalk at the heart of the 
Branson Landing for the ideal vantage point to view 

the races. For Information: bransonlanding.com. 

June 24, Bryan Copeland & The Mixtapes - Live in 
Concert: Branson Landing. Beer Garden opens at 
6:30pm. Opening band will start playing at 7pm. For 
Information: bransonlanding.com 

July 3, Branson Landing’s Liberty Light Up Concert & 
Fireworks: 100 Branson Landing Blvd. The Liberty Light 
Up Concert will feature The Dirty Saints, the Damsel 
and be followed by an amazing, choreographed 
Fireworks Display that will fill the skies over Lake 
Taneycomo.  The Dirty Saints play a vast selection of 
80’s rock from Journey, Van Halen, Styx, Foreigner, 
Whitesnake and many other artists. For Information: 
bransonlanding.com 

July 23–24, Branson Grand Prix of MO Powerboat 
Nationals: Branson Landing. The Grand Prix of Missouri 
Powerboat Nationals Race is the perfect new-to-
Branson, two-day thrill for the whole family on Lake 
Taneycomo at Branson Landing. Watch this free event 
from the fountains & boardwalk at the heart of the 
Branson Landing for the ideal vantage point to view 
the races. For Information: bransonlanding.com. 

July 23–August 7, Moonlight Madness at Silver Dollar 
City: 399 Silver Dollar City Parkway. 9:30am–10pm. Over 
12 hours of non-stop fun awaits at Moonlight Madness. 
Ride and play all day with extended ride time on over 
40 rides and attractions. Plus, enjoy entertainment 
and a firework display each night following the Echo 
Hollow show. For Information: SilverDollarCity.com

August 6, Bryan Copeland & Bad Mojo - Live in 
Concert: Branson Landing. Beer Garden opens at 
6:30pm. Opening band will start playing at 7pm. For 
Information: bransonlanding.com 

August 20, 96 Mile & Rosy Hips - Live in Concert: 
Branson Landing. Beer Garden opens at 6:30pm. 
Opening band will start playing at 7pm. For 
Information: bransonlanding.com 

September 3, Bad Mojo & Eastern Heights - Live 
in Concert: Branson Landing. Beer Garden opens at 
6:30pm. Opening band will start playing at 7pm. For 
Information: bransonlanding.com 

September 10–11, Branson Grand Prix of MO 

Powerboat Nationals: Branson Landing. The Grand 
Prix of Missouri Powerboat Nationals Race is the 
perfect new-to-Branson, two-day thrill for the whole 
family on Lake Taneycomo at Branson Landing. 
Watch this free event from the fountains & boardwalk 
at the heart of the Branson Landing for the ideal 
vantage point to view the races. For Information: 
bransonlanding.com. 

  EUREKA SPRINGS: 
June 10-12, Eureka Springs Jeep Fest: 3B Off-Road 
and RV Park, 10 Mint Ridge. Come explore the 
mountainous terrain and enjoy the pristine beauty 
of the Ozark Mountains. Whether you are looking 
for a laid-back trail to explore or a more challenging 
one to Show off your driving skills, 3B is the place. For 
Information: 3boffroad.com

June 24-July 22, Opera of the Ozarks: Inspiration 
Point Opera Center, 16311 Hwy 62. Featuring singers 
and musicians from around the world performing 
two fully produced operas including Mozart’s Cosi fan 
tutte, Puccini’s La Rondine and Sondheim’s A Little 
Night Music For Information: opera.org

July 2, The Steeldrivers Live in Concert & 2nd 
Annual Firework Show: 3B Off-Road and RV Park, 10 
Mint Ridge. Get ready for an awesome 4th of July 
Celebration at On The Rocks Amphitheater! Live 
Music by The Steeldrivers and Firework Display
The Steel Drivers with opening band Troubadour 
Blue. For Information: 3boffroad.com 

July 14, Three Dog Night: The Auditorium, 36 N Main 
St. 7:30–10:30pm. Three Dog Night claims some of 
the most astonishing statistics in popular music. 
In the years 1969 through 1974, no other group 
achieved more top 10 hits, moved more records, or 
sold more concert tickets. For Information: theaud.
org/events
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August 3, Lost Dog Street Band: The Auditorium, 36 
N Main St. 7:30–11pm. Returning to the stripped-back, 
string band sound of their busking years, Lost Dog 
Street Band’s new album Glory is a searing testament 
to recovery, redemption and resolve. For Information: 
theaud.org/events

August 26-28, 30th Annual Volkswagen Festival: 
TInn of the Ozarks, Best Western, 201 W Van Buren. 
For Information: eurekasprings.org/event

September 10, Witches Escape: Eureka Springs 
Historical Museum, 95 S. Main St. The Eureka Springs 
Witches Escape fundraiser has been especially 
created for women 18 years and older who want to 
gather up their friends, kick off their ruby slippers and 
escape For Information: eurekasprings.org/event

September 16-18, 2nd Annual Eureka Springs Jeep 
Jam: Jeep Jam will bring you 3 days of action-packed 
Jeep activities, including a Jeep show, parade, off-
road and on-road trail rides, awards, raffles, and more 
For Information: eurekasprings.org/event

  FAYETTEVILLE:  
June 17-19, Fayetteville Roots On The Avenue: East 
Avenue in Downtown. Various artists in NWA. For 
Information: fayettevilleroots.org

June 18, Iron Pig Festival: Fayetteville Executive 
Airport, 4500 S. School Ave. A great course for a 
beginner or seasoned athlete. Held at the Fayetteville 
Executive Airport, the Iron Pig Festival consists of 
a Duathlon, 5K, Fun Run and a Bike Time Trail. The 
duathlon is a USA Triathlon sanctioned event that 
consists of a 3 mile run, 18 mile bike and 3 mile run. For 
Information: facebook.com/IronPigFestival

June 25, Highlands Gravel Classic: As one of only 
two Gravel World Series races in the United States 

and one of fifteen in the entire world, the Highlands 
Gravel Classic in Fayetteville, Arkansas will act as the 
first U.S. qualifier for the brand new UCI Gravel World 
Championships! The inaugural event will feature a 
backdrop of the breathtaking Boston Mountain range 
of the Ozark Mountains - aka the Highlands! With 
miles upon miles of canopy-covered gravel roads, 
participants are in for a treat with terrain that changes 
constantly as you ride through the rural backcountry of 
the Ozarks. For Information: experiencefayetteville.com

August 23–27, Washington County Fair: Fairgrounds, 
2536 N McConnell Ave. The largest Arkansas County 
Fair features carnival rides, a fun midway, petting zoo, 
pig races, kid’s activities, cook-offs, 4 wheeler rodeo, 
bull riding tour, livestock shows, exhibits and so much 
more. For Information: mywashcofair.com

August 25–27, Fayetteville Roots Festival. Various 
locations in NWA. This four day urban music and food 
festival features over ten music stages, culinary stages 
and events. This festival is dedicated to highlighting 
what makes the Ozark region a cultural hot spot. For 
Information: fayettevilleroots.org

October 5-8, Bikes, Blues, & BBQ: Dickson St, Tyson 
Track Center. Event times and locations vary. The 
world’s largest charity motorcycle rally is back for the 
19th year. Festival features include a motorcycle rally, 
demo rides, motorcycle village, live bands, helicopter 
rides, bull riding events, poker runs, car/truck show, 
kid’s activities, karaoke contest, raffle, great food and so 
much more. For Information: bikesbluesandbbq.org 

  HOT SPRINGS: 
June 9-12, Hot Springs Bike Fest: Bridge St. 
Entertainment District. Hot Springs Bike Fest is 
back for another great weekend of fun and scenic 
motorcycle rides! After riding, come down to the 
Entertainment District to check out the vendors, food 

and cold beverages while you listen to live music! For 
Information: hotspringsbikefest.com  

June 25-26, Gypsy Soul Holistic Fair: Hot Springs 
Convention Center, 134 Convention Blvd.  Gypsy 
Soul Holistic Fair is an annual metaphysical Fair! 
Doors open at 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. each day. For 
Information: hotsprings.org/events 

July 3, Independence Day Fireworks: Highway 7 
South Bridge, Lake Hamilton.  The fireworks will be 
shot from the middle of Lake Hamilton from barges 
located on the east side of Highway 7 at the first 
Highway 7 bridge opposite the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel. For Information: hotsprings.org/events 

July 9, TobyMac Live at Magic Springs:  Magic Springs 
Theme & Water Park. TobyMac will be performing 
at the Timberwood Ampitheater. For Information: 
hotsprings.org/events 

July 29, Forgotten Space- Grateful Dead Tribute: The 
Legendary Vapors, 315 Park Avenue. A Texas-based 
Grateful Dead tribute band comprised of diverse 
musicians with a deep understanding and respect 
for the rich and varied Grateful Dead songbook. For 
Information: valleyofthevapors.com/home

September 4, Labor Day Fireworks: Lake Hamilton, 
Highway 7 South Bridge. The fireworks will be shot 
from the middle of Lake Hamilton from barges 
located on the east side of Highway 7 at the first 
Highway 7 bridge opposite the DoubleTree Hot 
Springs. For Information: hotsprings.org/events

  KANSAS CITY:  
June 17–18, Boulevardia: Crown Center transforms 
into an all-senses destination during this favorite 
festival hosted by Boulevard Brewing Co., complete 
with food trucks, concerts, maker booths, a family 

Regional Events Calendar

Safety and Quality Service, Always our Priority
Serving all of Northwest Arkansas and Southwest Missouri

GNG Underground is a multi-faceted excavating and landscaping 
company in Northwest Arkansas. From clearing land for your new 
project to installing storm shelters and septic tanks and propane tanks, 
GNG has you covered. We are your go-to outdoor utility company.

• Residential and small commercial services
• Satisfaction guaranteed on every project
• Licensed, bonded, and insured
• Locally-owned company in NWA

For a Free Quote Call:  479-305-3908   •   Contact Us at:  www.gngunderground.com
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carnival and, of course, beer stations that offer local, 
regional and national craft brews. For Information: 
boulevardia.com

June 24–25, Great Lenexa Barbeque Battle: Sar-Ko-
Par Trails Park, 87th Street Parkway & Lackman Road, 
Lenexa, KS. This competition attracts barbecue teams 
and cooks from all over the country to compete for 
the coveted title of Grand Champion of the Great 
Lenexa BBQ Battle, The Kansas State Championship. 
For Information: visitkc.com/visitors/events 

June 24–25, Waterfest, Downtown Excelsior 
Springs. Waterfest is a free event with more than 
90 vendor booths filling Broadway avenue from 
end-to-end, surrounding two main stages with 
live bands, a beer garden, a Waterfest parade with 
celebrity grand marshals, a classic car, hot rod and 
truck show, kids’ activities and so much more. 
For Information: exspgschamber.com/index.php/
events/waterfest

July 4, KC River Fest: Berkley Riverfront Park. Celebrate 
July Fourth in this festival at Berkley Riverfront Park, 
which begins with live music, activities and food and 
concludes with one of the largest fireworks shows in 
the Midwest. kcriverfest.com

July 17–31, KC Fringe Festival: Kansas City 
metropolitan area.  There’s no better time to celebrate 
Kansas City’s vibrant creativity than during this 14-day 
showcase of local performing and visual arts. For 
Information: kcfringe.org

July 23–August 7 Grand Carnivale: Worlds of Fun. An 
immersive new summer experience that invites visitors 
to celebrate the sights, sounds and tastes from cultures 
around the globe, including India, China, Italy, France 
and Germany—all, fittingly, at Worlds of Fun. For 
Information: worldsoffun.com

August 11–21, Missouri State Fair:  2503 W 16th Street
Sedalia MO. Prepare to be entertained with live 
music, family fun, motorsports, rodeo/bull riding, 
demonstrations & more, you’ll find lots to experience! 
For Information: mostatefair.com

September 2–4, Kansas City Irish Fest: Crown Center, 
2450 Grand Boulevard. Celebrate KC’s Celtic heritage 
with three days of live music, special performances, 

locally provided libations, activities for young ones, 
tastings and plenty more in this beloved Crown Center 
bash.  For Information: kcirishfest.com

  LITTLE ROCK: 
June 26, ZZ Top Raw Whisky Tour: First Security 
Amphitheater, 400 President Clinton Ave 8pm. The 
band is excited to make their way back to the natural 
state and will bring their “RAW WHISKY” tour to First 
Security Amphitheater on June 26. For Information: 
rivermarket.info

July 4, 38th Annual Pops on the River: Riverfront Park
400 President Clinton Ave. Pops on the River, presented 
by the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, will take place 
Thursday., July 4, in downtown Little Rock. For 
Information: pops.arkansasonline.com 

August 23, The Black Crowes Present, Shake Your 
Money Maker: First Security Amphitheater, 400 
President Clinton Ave 7:30pm. Legendary rock band 
The Black Crowes are bringing their must-see show. 
For Information: rivermarket.info 

September 10–11, Arkansas Comic Con: Statehouse 
Convention Center, 101 E. Markham St. Family-friendly 
event that brings together guests, vendors, artists and 
fan groups. For Information: arkansascomiccon.com

October 14–23, Arkansas State Fair: 2600 Howard 
St. The fair features a livestock show, rodeo, carnival 
midway and many live musical acts each October. The 
10-day event is filled with fun for the whole family. For 
Information: arkansasstatefair.com

May 20–22, Leanne Morgan Standup Comedy: 
Robinson Performance Hall, 426 W. Markham St. Today, 
the rising star revealed The Big Panty Tour will bring 
her hit stand-up comedy routine to the masses in 37 
new cities.  For Information: robinsoncenter.com 

 OKLAHOMA CITY:
June 10–11, Braum’s An Affair of the Heart: State Fair 
Park – Bennett Event Center, 3001 General Pershing 
Blvd. Event times vary. Shoppers are welcome to 
browse hundreds of retailers and vendors, with items 
varying from housewares to antiques, to jewelry to 
home décor. For Information: aaoth.com

June 15–26, National Reining Horse Association 
Derby: State Fair Park , 3001 General Pershing Blvd. This 
event features talented horses and riders maneuvering 
through challenging courses. For Information: 
okcfairgrounds.com/events

June 18–19, AAA Route 66 Road Fest: State Fair Park, 
3001 General Pershing Blvd. Marvel at vintage cars, 
discover new local and regional music, and explore 
America’s rich history. For Information: okcfairgrounds.
com/events

August 12–14, Oklahoma City Renovation & 
Landscaping Show: State Fair Park, The Pavilion ,3001 
General Pershing Blvd. Insightful demonstrations and 
more, you will discover thousands of smart, stylish and 
cost-effective ways to design or renovate your home 
For Information: okcfairgrounds.com/events

  ROGERS: 
June 17-26, ART: Arkansas Public Theater, 116 South 
Second St. How much would you pay for a white 

All Insurance Accepted
REPAIR • PAINTING • WRECK DAMAGE • CUSTOM PAINT GLASS 

REPLACEMENT• FRAME, UNIBODY & FIBERGLASS REPAIR

1754 Forest Hills Blvd • Bella Vista, AR 72715

www.jimmoreyautobody.com

479-268-3020

JIM MOREY
AUTO BODY

Monday - Friday | 7:30am - 5:00pm • Closed Weekends

Voted #1 “Best Hospice”  by the Arkansas Democrat Gazette

If home is where the heart is...
then keeping you there is a goal that makes us proud.

HOSPICE SERVICES
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painting? Would it matter who the painter was? Would 
it be art?  For Information: arkansaspublictheatre.org 

July 14, Art on the Bricks: Downtown Rogers Art 
on the Bricks Art Walk is a monthly, family friendly 
event designed to showcase the talent of creatives 
from NWA and offers Art, music, dance & theatre. For 
Information: artonthebricks.com 

May 5–15, Disaster!: Arkansas Public Theater, 116 South 
Second St. What begins as a night of boogie fever 
quickly changes to panic as the ship succumbs to 
multiple disasters, such as earthquakes, tidal waves and 
infernos. For Information: arkansaspublictheatre.org

August 11, Art on the Bricks: Downtown Rogers Art 
on the Bricks Art Walk is a monthly, family friendly 
event designed to showcase the talent of creatives 
from NWA and offers Art, music, dance & theatre. For 
Information: artonthebricks.com

 SPRINGDALE: 
June 18, Wing Fest, 1423 E Emma Ave. 6pm. For 
Information: rodeooftheozarks.org

June 22–25, Rodeo of the Ozarks: 1423 E Emma 
Ave. 6pm. The roughest and toughest cowboys and 
cowgirls compete in one of the Top 5 Largest Outdoor 
Rodeos in the US. Girl competitors will complete 
four days of interviews, speeches, modeling and 
more to claim the title of Miss Rodeo of the Ozarks. 
Rodeo begins at 7:30 pm. The final day includes a 
Rodeo Parade and Fireworks Show. For Information: 
rodeooftheozarks.org

July 15 – 16, Buckin’ in the Ozarks (PBR): 1423 
E Emma Ave. 7pm. The Toughest Sport on Dirt, 
embodied in a contemporary sports entertainment 
experience appealing to all those who seek action. For 
Information: rodeooftheozarks.org 

July 28, LIVE at Turnbow: Walter Turnbow Park, 6pm. 
Enjoy live music in downtown Springdale on the last 
Thursday of the month. Features local musicians and 
bands -- from jazz to mariachi, bluegrass and funk. For 
Information: downtownspringdale.org/events

August 25, LIVE at Turnbow: Walter Turnbow Park, 
6pm. Enjoy live music in downtown Springdale on 
the last Thursday of the month. Live at Turnbow 
features local musicians and bands -- from jazz 
to mariachi, bluegrass and funk. For Information: 
downtownspringdale.org/events

 ST.  LOUIS:  
Now–June 26, Shakespeare in the Park - King Lear: 
Forest Park. One of the city’s most popular options 
for free outdoor theater in the summer. The St. Louis 
Shakespeare Festival performs a play in Forest Park 
during the month of June. For Information: stlshakes.
org/shakespeare-in-the-park

June 12, Saucy Soiree – Sauce Magazine’s Grand 
Tasting Party: St. Louis Union Station, 1820 Market St at 
20th entrance. 5–9pm. Tickets include two beverages, 
complimentary food, wine, beer and spirits from over 
40 establishments. For Information: saucysoiree.com 

July 2–4, Fair St. Louis: Gateway Arch National Park, 
One of the biggest events of the summer. The fair 
offers a chance to celebrate Independence Day 
with music, food, kids’ activities and fireworks. For 
Information: fairsaintlouis.org 

August 19–21, Festival of the Little Hills: Frontier Park, 
230 S. Main St., Saint Charles. The largest festival of 
the year, activities include over 300 craft booths, with 
some demonstrations by crafts people and artisans. 
Also includes numerous food & beverages booths 
along with live music and other entertainment. For 
Information: festivalofthelittlehills.com/

 TULSA: 
June 9–11, Mecum Auction Tulsa: Tulsa Expo Square, 
4145 E 21st. For Information: pinto.org

June 13–25, Pinto World Championship Horse 
Show: Tulsa Expo Square, 4145 E 21st. Exhibitors will 
compete in a wide range of disciplines including 
Western, English, driving, pleasure, halter, roping, 
speed events and trial. Special events each night 
showcase the versatility and beauty of the Pinto. For 
Information: pinto.org 

July 16–17, Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society Gem 
& Mineral Show: Tulsa Expo Square, 4145 E 
21st. Sands collected across the continent to 
precious gems, visitors have plenty of options to 
choose from. Fossils, beads and crystals are also 
available for purchase, and some vendor spaces 
will include working exhibits. For Information: 
tulsarockandmineralsociety.org/shows

July 17–23, American Buckskin World Championship 
Show: Tulsa Expo Square, 4145 E 21st. All classes of 
riders compete in keyhole, showmanship, riding, barrel 
racing, pole bending and reining. For Information: 
americanbuckskin.com/abra-world-show 

July 22–24, Home & Garden Expo of Oklahoma: Tulsa 
Expo Square, 4145 E 21st. Over 300 booths and 170 
exhibitors, this event is overflowing with products and 
ideas for your home, lawn and personal health. For 
Information: exposquare.com/events

September 16–18, Scotfest: Broken Arrow Events 
Park, 21102 E. 101st St. Three day festival, live music, 
athletic competitions, Irish dancing, party games, food 
and drink vendors and merchandise vendors. Top 5 
Celtic Music Festival Highland Games events in the US. 
For Information: okscotfest.com

Regional Events Calendar

•  Free admission includes tours of museum and Settler’s Cabin next door
•  Exhibits representing over 100 years of Bella Vista history
•  Gift shop carries Bella Vista souvenirs and latest books on area history

1885 Bella Vista Way • Highway 71 and Kingsland
479-855-2335 • www.bellavistamuseum.org

OPEN WED-SUN, 1-5 P.M.

Openings available for Volunteers

Bella Vista Historical Museum
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I  TRIED MAKING 

MY FAMOUS 

CHICKEN RECIPE, 

BUT CONFUSED 

THE STEPS.

Difficulty planning and completing familiar 
tasks are warning signs of Alzheimer’s. 
Learn more at alz.org/10signs

KNOW  
WHERE 
ALZHEIMER’S  
AND ALL 
DEMENTIA 
HIDE .
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Since 2003, the board-certified radiologists at The Breast Center have 
worked to be an important resource for breast health in Northwest Arkansas, 
as well as the best source of breast screening and diagnostic services. 
 
Our Bella Vista location is now open! As the communities we serve 
continue to grow, so will we. Our goal is to offer timely, convenient 
mammograms interpreted by experts. 

Annual screenings are key in early detection of breast cancer. Call today to 
schedule your 3D mammogram!

416 Town Center NE
(866) 718-6266  |  www.mana.md

Find us next to Harps!

PROVIDING HOPE THROUGH EARLY DETECTION 
WITH PERSONALIZED CARE. 

NOW OPEN IN BELLA VISTA!


